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Introduction

Kilkenny is weltknown throughout Irelandor its archaeologicdieritageand todayits castle
cathedral, abbeyshurchestownhousesstreetsand slipsform the onlyexample of ra Irish
medieval cityo remainargelyintad (Figure 1)Moderndevelopmenin the historic core hathus

far, leftthe main streetselativelyunscathedhough unfortunatelythe same cannot be said of
elsewhere in the ciifigures 2, 3)Below groundevel the impact of the now dimly remembered
6Cel ti c Ti ge rabouthadfts h e | heietayl@enloghas beert removeder the

past fifteen yearslot surprisinglyhis process has generaaedast amount of new information

Ki | k e n nbutinest gf whatthas been found remains something of a nexstaryo those
actively working in the fieltlow that economic matters are at the centre of public discourse
perhaps thguestiomeeds to baskdé what exactly is there to sho
that has been spenténpr e s er vi ng bachaedogypuer ma@nt ye@® il Kiehyn§ ® s
poor rateof archaeological publicatiand the continued absence afesignated county museum

makes thia questiomot easily answered.

In an effort to deal withthe issuethe Kilkenny Archaeological Projeeas instituted between
Kilkenny Artaeology (archaeological consultathiis) National University of Ireland Maynooth
(John BradleygndKilkenny Borough CounciMarch 200&awthe projectreceie Irish National
Strategic Archaeological ResedN8TAR)programme fundinfpr its firstphaseof workand in
the following eight months tleatire archaeological record for thewdgcollatedassesseaihda
strategyproducedand costedor its publicdisseminatiarThis article provides a brief overview of

the projectds results to date.



Figure 1: The early twelfth centtinoreuedr at St . Cani ceds Cathedr al
[photo: Luke Murphy].

Figur@: Aerial photograph of Kilkehr§ 6 7 wi t Kath8dral in tkkedonegrodddiiesny Castle

at the tofcUCAP 1967)n the classic continental manner, the cathedraiveménkeddagtie long

street, which later became the High Street and PaNMastesulbStgqaent development occurred in the
characterislyclming, medieval leuptgtg that can be seen behind the houses



Figuu@ Aer i al photograph 2005 of Kilkenny, wi
top (courtesy Kilkenny Local Autfibstiespactnodderevelopment on the burgeltheloiy stark
and togaonly one pdbtRothe Hodssurvives intact.

The Kilkenny Urban Archaeology Database

The first majoundertakingvasthe collationonto a specifically designddtabase The Kilkenny
Urban Archaeology Databasef eacharchaeologicaecordingepisodethat occurred in the city
between theeventeenthentury and 20080 date429 individual entrigsave beemcluded 212
of whichrelate to archaeologitavestigationthattook placebetween 1968006. The remaider



are historically recorded findspots, listed buildiagd Urban Archaeologal Surveydata
Information onthe corpus ofc37,000 arfacts, 1300 human skeletons and the excavated
palaeobotanical material is also includéd. database now provides easy atoessiginal
documentary material such as site regintgépgraphgournal publications and a hostrefevant
records all of which have been scanned into the database as PDH Heéebcationof each
database @&y hasalsobeen plotted ira Geographicalnformation Systerandthere now exists
comprehensive mappiogf t he c i t,tp theleval oBadhatengthab s/ been opened
(Figure 4)
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Figurd: An example b&tGIS mapping produced&iidetirey Urban Archaeological Database.
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Bar chart showing the total number of archaeological licences issued for selectedé¢bmesnand cities

19682006 Whilst theemarkabhjigh rate of licences for Kilkenny is undoubtedly a refieattian of the pr

approach to archaeology that has histakealfipb&@kenny by the regulatory authorities, it may also echc
a certain extent the malersrakd developments that have taken place within the city, edbb of which rec
issuing of a licence.



Assessing the archaeology of the city

Thirty-eight years of archaeological excavation in Kilkenny has amdasgelamount of

archaeologicalvidencendour wunder standing of |has beepeatlyi ods

enhanced by these discovefié® following gives a flavour of some of the key discoveries that

have been made.

Prehistoric

Prehistoric activity has been recordefivenoccasions the cityindicating intermittent settlement
in the area in the Mesolithic and Bronze Rg&oliths, polishedtone axes and an Early Bronze
Age bowdcremation have been recorded butntlvst spectaculaliscoverywasundoubtediythe
Late Bronze Age fishtrap excavated by lan Doyled e r ne at h S Archaedlagy Irelarsl
2003 17(1)).

Early Christian (c.40081169 AD)

The ar chaeol og yChristianpdsi haskbeen largedy sinkripdesplteill Chainnigh
having been a major monastic centre fabneastthe eighth century.However, svenrecent
investigations haveow brought to lightnew evidenceincluding what appears to have baen
innervallunof the ecclesiastical precinctGift Chainnigixcavatedeparatelpy Andrew Gittens
and Coilin O Drisceoil n t he Qichbeeda nbegi de Csthedral TBa sité als® o s

produced evidence for antler working atvaetth centurycorndrying Kiln.

Medieval (1169c.1550 AD)

There have been 8®&portant investigationsf medieval materigarried outin Kilkennysince
1968 New evidenceelating tothe domestic realmithin the medieval cjtits ecclesiastical sites,
industries, trades and csafits town wall and its castles bk been prodied along with some
25,000 artefacts



Figure 5: Kilkenny castle was the scene for an important series of archaeological investigations by E

Phelim Manning between 1990 and 1999 [photo: C O Drisceoll, Kilkenny Archaeology].
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Figur®: Over half of the medievaf tGlkenny was constrogtednd that was reclaimetiinteteth
century fromfibedplains ofrthesNore and Breag@hts. map was produced by plotting the occurrences of
alluvial material in archaealogjigabtechnical investigations throygimoutelagirogt them to its contours.



Figure 7: Excavati on s -toweanid the sauwhy coradar of the tbwn ovall @fsthe B a
Hightown [photo: Gavin Duffy, AirshotKilicgkrfioy Archaeology].



