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Abstract

Many early modern townhouses were built by the wealthy merchant élite in the Anglo-
Norman towns and cities of Ireland, such as, the well-known Rothe House in Kilkenny and
they form an i mportant part of l relandds wurb
relatively little knowledge of these houses as a group, or of their particular urban-
archaeological context in Ireland and apart from some broad research within urban
contexts, and the briefest passing mention to the Rothe House in some works, early
modern townhouses have not received the same scholarly attention and analysis as

houses in the rural context (Craig 1982).

This work focuses on the early modern townhouses of Kilkenny city, carefully analysing a
range of available data and together with field research, attempts to build a record of
known and hitherto, unknown townhouses within the city (although it must be noted that it

is not a definitive and comprehensive record at this point).

Field research identified twelve townhouses which are of certain early modern origin and
twenty townhouses which are possibly of early modern origin, warranting further
investigation, and it is concluded that many more may also survive. The archaeology of
the townhouses is examined, from which it is argued that a range of architectural forms
and townhouse plans existed in Kilkenny; that many of the merchant classes embraced
changing concepts in social ordering and class identity in the style and layout of their new
townhouses, while at the same time adapting their townhouse plans to fit the constraints
of a medieval urban environment; and that the location and positioning of certain
townhouses within the city was negotiated by their patrons, relatively and strategically,
thereby creating a sense of spatial hierarchy. The author compares certain aspects of
these findings with the archaeology of early modern townhouses in England, in Galway,
and with residences in the Irish rural context and concludes that parallels can be drawn

between and within urban and rural contexts.

It is hoped that as well as contributing to a larger research project: the Kilkenny
Archaeological Project (KKAP), this work will provide a template for further research of

early modern townhouses within Kilkenny, and the wider national context.
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Chapter 1

Kilkenny and its early modern houses: an introduction

Late sixteenth- and early seventeenth-century ( 6early moderné) townhous
i mportant part of Il relandbs urban architectur a
merchant élite in the Anglo-Norman towns and cities of Ireland, such as the well-known
Rothe House in Kilkenny. Many of the townhouses have suffered through the centuries,
thanks to the wars of the 1600s, the changing fashions of the 1700s, or the neglect of the
1800s and 1900s, and many have been demolished even within the last century.
However, as in Galway, where some have recently been rediscovered (Fitzpatrick,
O6Brien & Walsh 2004), many more may also survi
and concealed beneath modern rendering, within medieval cities such as Dublin, Cork
and Limerick, in prominent early modern trading ports of the south-east like Youghal, Co.
Cork, and New Ross, Co. Wexford, and even in small market towns like Fethard, Co.
Tipperary. Yet, we have relatively little knowledge of these houses as a group, or of their

particular urban-archaeological context in Ireland.

With only the briefest passing mention to Rothe House in some works, early modern

houses in the rural context have been the focus of architectural research in historical
archaeological - such as, Ormond Castle, Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary, Kanturk Castle

(built c. 1601), and Ightermurragh Castle (built c. 1641), Co. Cork (Leask 1961; Waterman

1961; Reeves-Smyth 2007; Ronnes, H. 2007; O6 Ke e f f e & Quirke 20009;
There has also been debate about the continued construction of tower-houses in
seventeenth century I reland along with the app
the | ate sixteenth c e-288)uHoweve(, Di6 iKmaekhbledhat2d) 7 : 274
modern townhouses have not received the same scholarly attention and analysis,

although they can provide important information towards tracing the emergence and long-

term development of our towns and cities, as well as greatly contributing to our socio-

economic history.

Archaeological excavations in Kilkenny city since 1968 have produced evidence

associated with early modern townhouses i termed by contemporaries as mansion



houses T which characterised the city between 1550 and 1650. Yet, the archaeology of

these buildings has not been researched. Therefore, several questions remain:

How many of these houses are still upstanding?

To what extent do they survive?

What plan-types do they follow?

How did their plans relate to the property-plots on which they were built?
Where are they located?

o gk w NP

What is their current level of preservation.

This work focuses on the early modern townhouses of Kilkenny and will attempt to
address these questions. In doing so, it attempts to redress the dearth of knowledge and
understanding of these townhouses. The area of study stretches across the boroughs of
Hightown and Irishtown (Figure 1), within the walled medieval centre of Kilkenny city, and

so it provides a good representation of the range of urban domestic architecture present.

Consequently, this work will provide a template for any further research of early modern
townhouses within Kilkenny, as well as contributing to a broader and larger research
project: the Kilkenny Archaeological Project (KKAP), (funded under the Heritage Counci |
INSTAR Programme).

It will utilise a variety of documentary and electronically sourced material, including
historical sources, the Urban Archaeological Survey of County Kilkenny, the National
Inventory of Architectural Heritage Building Survey of Kilkenny the Civil Survey, and the
archaeol ogi cal investigations within Kil
will be conducted to identify and classify townhouses on Patrick Street, High Street and
related laneways, Friary Street, St. Kieran6s Street , and Parli
findings will be analysed and detailed within this work, and plotted on GIS generated

maps, under the direction of the Kilkenny Archaeological Project.

0s

kennyo
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Kilkenny: Archaeological and Historical Background

As an Anglo-Norman settlement, Kilkenny became a thriving, prosperous medieval town.

It had all the characteristics of a typical European medieval urban settlement: charter of

rights, a castle, a cathedral, a parish church, religious houses, streets, burgage plots, a

market place, bridges, mills, and a defensive town wall. The architecture of the medieval

town was reflected in the houses of the religious orders and particularly, in the two

dominant buildings of thetown-t he Castl e and Sal.As¥mbolsadte s Cat h
strong and permanent presence of the Anglo-Normans, the castle dominated the southern

skyline in the Hightown, or Englishtown, while the cathedral dominated the northern

skyline of the Irishtown (Bradley 2000; 13-15).

The first stone castle, built for William Marshal, 4th Earl of Pembroke (c.1146-1219), was
constructed on the site of an earlier timber structure, probably during the first decade of
the thirteenth century. Recent excavations have revealed a sod-built structure and
sections of a large earthen rampart beneath the garden and parade ranges, both pre-
dating the stone building. The earliest description of the stone castle was recorded in
1307 when the buildings on the site were listed as, 'a castle in which are a hall, four
towers, a chapel, a mote (moat) and divers other houses'. This confirms that the form of
the castle was similar to that used at the royal castles of Dublin and Limerick in that it was
a 'keepless castle'. This meant that it was built without a massive tower (or keep) as its
principal feature. Instead it had four towers, an encircling wall, and a moat; within the
walls were a hall, chapel and other buildings some of which were probably wooden. A
massive stone base batter, which served as a defensive measure that descended into the
dry ditch or moat, was uncovered on the outer faces of the surviving curtain walls, as well

as two postern gates (www.kilkennycastle.ie).

The 6th century monastic settlement of St. Canice was also transformed with the building
ofStt Caniceds Cathedral. It became an object of
a measure of the strategic value that the Anglo-Normans perceived in their new town

(Neely 1989: 9).

The Hightown, or Englishtown, was based along a single north-south street, with two
ot her s, Jamesd Street and Walkin Street, runni |

and a back street , now Kknown as St . Ki eranos
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Irishtown became the area around the early monastic settlement founded by St. Canice,

c. 685AD, whi ch in turn was transfor med i nto
Within the borough of Hightown, the High Street, which was originally called The Ear | 6s
Villa, after the Earl Marshall its founder and patron, was the main thoroughfare for the

medieval town and provided access along a north-south axis to the newly built castle, St.
Patrickdés Church, both to the sout h, and St .
which is broader in the centre than at either end, thus, functioned as a ceremonial route

bet ween the castle and the cathedral, as wel |l
centre of commerce (Bradley 2002: 30).

Most of the land within the town wall was occupied, for in 1434 the earl of Ormond leased
even the space between the two walls of the castle to Robert Chamberlain, to build
houses covered with straw, as well as a tower on the outer wall (Neely 1989: 53).
Whether these houses were of stone or wattle and clay, covered in straw, is unclear but
archaeological excavations, for example, in the southern end of the town, along the street
front at Pudding Lane have recovered evidence for wattle and clay structures, which

suggests that they would likely have been built using similar material (Halliday 2002: 36).

From medieval town to Renaissance city

The transition from medieval town to Renaissance city began in the later sixteenth
century, under the influence of Thomas Butler, known as Black Tom, tenth Earl of
Ormond, (c.1531-1614) and trusted friend and cousin of Queen Elizabeth I. Ormond
patronage had long been hugely important, not only for Kilkenny but also because of the
considerable influence of the Butlers on national affairs. As well as enjoying royal favour,
strong alliances between the Butlers of Ormond and the Gaelic chieftains, who were
closely inter-married, enabled them to negotiate successfully with the latter against the
constant threat of internecine conflicts. Therefore, the power and stability of the Butler
seat ensured that Kilkenny continued to be protected from the profound social and
political change, and turmoil associated with the Elizabethan re-conquest of Ireland in the

later sixteenth century (Lanigan and Tyler 1987: 11-12).
Equally strong international links existed, not only with England but also with Europe,

politically, economically and culturally, as churchmen, merchants, and lords travelled to

the world beyond. Thus, Kilkenny was a place for the exchange of ideas as well as goods

11



(Empey 1990: 92-95). This cultural exchange was reflected in the Renaissance
architecture of Ormond Castle in Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary, built in 1565 by Thomas
Butler, Earl of Ormonde (Ronnes 2007: 261-263).

In turn, it was to be influential in the architecture of Kilkenny and in transforming it from a

medieval town to a Renaissance city. Under Earl Thomas, the whole city prospered, as he

continued the Ormond policy of extending and consolidating the lordship and of favouring

Kilkenny as the centre of its power. Conseque nt | vy, many of Kil kennyo:
became increasingly wealthy landed gentry. Earl Thomas continued the policy of using

the Cathedral clergy as his lawyers and administrators, and he used the leading citizens,

such as Sir Richard Shee, to administer his lIrish affairs and possessions (Neely

1990:112).

The Shee family were among the ruling oligarchy of élite families, of which there were ten
in number: Archdekin, Archer, Cowley, Langton, Lee, Knaresborough, Lawless, Ragget,
Rothe, and Shee. All except Shee were of Anglo-Norman origin. When Kilkenny was
granted its first charter about 1207, it was not directly under the crown but under the
governorship of a Sovereign, or Chief Officer, and burgesses, with a Council of Twelve,
who had the power of legislation and taxation. These families had benefited from the
protection given to trade and commerce and retained control for many centuries by a
system of close intermarriage (Lanigan and Tyler 1987: 10). The important ports of
Waterford and New Ross were ideally placed to exploit extensive trade links with
Flanders, Spain and the west of England. Controlling trade through these ports on behalf
of the Ormond lordship were the Kilkenny merchants, such as the Shees, Rothes,
Archers, and Langtons and exports centred on huge quantities of textiles, wool, leather
and hides and until the late sixteenth century the madder crop, which was used for the
dying of fine cloth. A wealthy city produced a market for luxury goods and there was a
flood of items imported such as wine, rare fabrics, silks and exotic foodstuffs (Neeley
1989, 57-59).

They again benefited in the post-Reformation period by seizing the opportunity to acquire
newly available church property and land through land grants and so, further increase
their wealth and prestige, to the extent that Richard Shee, for example, became the
richest man in Kilkenny - next only to Earl Thomas (Neely 1989: 74). The ruling oligarchy
expressed the prevailing social, political and economic culture of the period in the
architecture of the town from the mid-sixteenth century: an architecture which was new

and strongly influenced by the Renaissance in England and beyond and by their own

12



experiences of Europe. With the newly acquired land, the ruling families initiated a
building boom which, combined with international trade, and the granting of a Royal
Charter to Kilkenny in 1609, constituting it as a city, marked a significant watershed in the
history of Kilkenny, in its transition from a medieval town into a modern Renaissance city.
The period between Ear|l Thomasbs death i
March 1650 was marked by sustained prosperity for the city, overseen by Walter Butler
the 11th earl (1578-1634), to the extent that during the period of the Confederation of
Kilkenny, it effectively became a capital city, with an administration which rivalled that of
Dublin (Bradley 2002: 35-41).

However, the arrival of the Cromwellian era in 1650 was to mark yet another new
departure. The oligarchy of merchant families, including the Archer, Rothe, and Shee
families, who had ruled the town for centuries, found themselves challenged by a new
order with different social values. They ultimately lost their civic power; their properties
were confiscated and they found themselves replaced by the new élite. Consequently,
Kilkenny, like many other Irish towns in the second half of the seventeenth century, was to
move forward under a New English governing class and the great building boom of the
early modern period came to an end (Bradley 2002: 41-43; 50-51; Reeves-Smyth 2007).

13
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Chapter 2

The cityos -rendential buldireglstock

This chapter is intended both as an overview to gain an insight into the recorded
commercial-residential building stock of the city, within the boroughs of Hightown,

Il ri sht own, and St. Johnés (Figure 1), and as @
sections, which are outlined below, with support documentation and figures included in

the appendix. In total, it will attempt to build a record of both known and hitherto, unknown

townhouses in Kilkenny city, although it must be noted that it most likely will not be a

definitive and comprehensive list at this point. This is due to the fact that certain research

problems are anticipated, such as access to buildings, which may limit research. Where

these problems arise, they will be highlighted for consideration in the event of future

research. Thereby, they may inform the nature of that research.

Regarding sources, there are several categories of evidence which will be examined to
identify and record the known building stock of the period. This will also provide a base for

field research into the unknown building stock.

The Civil Survey

Neelyds analysis (1989) hawtlie numbex of €tong housesShadr vey st
increasedfrom40i n 1613 to 148 &6édhouses stone walled an
of a total housing stock of approximately 300. The largest was 162 feet (53.46m) in

length, 2 were 90 feet (29.7m) and over, and 3 were 80 feet (26.4m) and over. Very few

houses exceeded 20 feet (6.6m) in breadth, and he states that their size varied according

to street frontage. The largest single group was of moderate-sized houses. The number of

cabins and single or double-roomed houses is small, with only 14 within the walls. In

addition, there were 28 shops, 7 public bakeries, 13 malthouses and 10 brew houses; 4

tanneries (1 containing no less than 24 vats); 2 timber yards, among the ancillary

buildings to main houses (Neely, 1989: 68-71). Indeed, the Civil Survey provides the most
comprehensive outline of the building fabric of the city of the period. Unfortunately,

however, as some streets are missing and the entries are recorded in a rather random

way, it is very difficult to precisely isolate which record corresponds to extant buildings or

14



sites. Therefore, it is very difficult to be certain of how many are still upstanding, albeit

within later facades.

Cartographic Source

Similarly, some primary cartographic sources are very useful. However, for example,
Pettyds Down Survey (1655) (Figure 2), for exa
indicated cannot be precisely |l ocated on Ordn:
map of Kilkenny (1758) is similarly problematic as some areas are shown as one block

and individual buildings are not defined, as with the east side of High Street. While these

are invaluable primary sources, the incomplete nature of the record within them leaves

gaps in knowledge and understanding of the townhouses which limits interpretation. So, it

is difficult to establish definitive conclusions based on these alone. However, the Civil

Survey and cartographic sources are very valuable when used in conjunction with other

archaeological evidence.

Urban Archaeological Survey and other secondary materials

The Urban Archaeological Survey of Kilkenny (UAS) also recorded many of these

townhouses in the early 1990s, and each townhouse was allocated a UAS number, which

will be used as a reference throughout this chapter and in the supporting documentation

in the Appendix. It must be noted, however, that the UAS was limited primarily to certain
secondary sources and so is not definitive (
Furthermore, it does not contain any photographic record of individual buildings and this

causes confusion in identifying the relevant buildings where postal address numbers have

changed over time. Such ambiguity in the record also has serious implications for the

protection of buildings against inappropriate development. No further follow-up survey has

since been conducted either. This is very significant given the rapid changes which have

taken place since the early 1990s within KilKk
impact that these changes may have had both on that archaeological landscape as a

whole, and on individual buildings within it.

The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage Building Survey of Kilkenny is an
excellent electronic source, and is more contemporary and comprehensive than the UAS,
with the addition of photographs for each townhouse (http://www.buildingsofireland.ie).
This is crucial, both for the recording and future identification of any townhouses, given

the rapid nature of recent development. It has several townhouses recorded which are

15



suggested as possibly pre-1700 and which are not recorded within the UAS, so it is a

valuable starting point for field research.

Other historical sources include Kilkenny 1 Its Architecture & History ((Lanigan & Tyler

1987). It provides a very useful overview, with valuable photos, of individual buildings, on

a street by street basis, particular to its time. It has also been used within the UAS as a
secondary source. Many of the photos in it are remarkable, such as St . KiStree n 6 s
towards Castle,and Rear of Shee Hous astheykShow wratnappsrengyt r eet ,
are early modern houses along the east side of the street, which regrettably have since

been demolished (Lanigan & Tyler 1987: 77, 79). Some historical illustrative sources are

also useful but need to be used cautiously as they may present a somewhat stylised

version of reality.

The buildings: UAS-recorded buildings

The following information sets out the known townhouses which are recorded within the

UAS, releva n t to the boroughs of Hi ght own, l ri sht ow
the predominant street where townhouses are recorded is Patrick Street, High Street,

|l eading into Parliament Street (formerly Col e
Street (formerly Low Lane, Back Lane, King Street); Rose Inn Street; and Friary Street
(formerly Walkin Street). The streets in Iris
(formerly Bull Lane), and Vicar Streelohn whil e
Street, with Barrack Lane being one of the side streets. There are many variables within

the range of known townhouses but with the exception of Rothe House, the one common

aspect that is shared among the remainder is that they are all contained within later

facades, which masks their early modern origins. Rothe House is the only one which is

known to be complete. While the remainder can be divided as follows: some are

understood to have approximately eighty per cent of their exterior building fabric, with the

addition of some known exterior and/or interior early modern architectural features and/or

knowledge regarding original ownership; some are listed in the UAS as probable early

modern townhouses on the basis of fragmentary early modern evidence having been
covered in the past but ' i ttl e e s$osia histoy ork nown ¢
extent of preservation; some sites are listed on the basis of having fragmentary early

modern evidence which appears to be ex-situ; and some are listed as sites of former early

modern townhouses. Accordingly, the townhouses have been reclassified here under the

headings set out below. Some notes have been added to individual records below, either

16



to augment the existing record or where discrepancies in the record have been noted.
These changes to the UAS record here have generally not been highlighted, as it would
render the descriptions laborious, but in some cases the author has commented on

discrepancies as these are important. The postal addresses listed here are as at present.

The following sections have been arranged under these headings: Known recognisable
standing townhouses; Probable early modern townhouses; Ex-situ fragments; Sites of

former early modern townhouses; Unclassified.

Known recognisable standing townhouses

St . Cani cldApsl OBl acTop of St. Caniceds steps, on
Sextonds house in the seventeenth century. The
divided into four separate houses. There is a round-headed doorway at ground floor level

decoratedwith r ope moul ding (Farrelly, O6Reilly & Lol

Parliament Street: West Side (UAS-85: Rothe House/Figure 3). This is the single most
recognisable complete example in the city of a townhouse from the early modern period,
retaining as it does its original facade and much of its external architectural features
throughout. It was built between 1594 and 1610, by John Rothe Fitz piers and his wife,
Rose Archer - one of the oligarchy of élite families. While the plan of the townhouse is
discussed further in chapter 4, it can be briefly described as follows: the facade presents
an arcade, two- and three-light windows with hood-mouldings, and single gable crowned
by an ornamental chimney-top. There is also an oriel window at second floor level
(Farrelly, O6 Rei | I y & L)olucgnkistseohthrek Bddises, separated by courtyards
and linked by side buildings. The first house fronting onto the street has a colonnaded
facade, with shops behind the colonnade a cellar, or undercroft, underneath. The first
floor of each house consisted of private accommodation for the Rothe family. The service
rooms, including kitchens were spread between the second and third houses. In addition,

there was a brew-house and a kiln (Bradley 2002: 35).

Parliament Street: West Side (UAS-86: Rear of Nos: 19-20). This three-storey early
modern townhouse is recorded within the UAS as being in a very bad state of
preservation. The partially collapsed west gable is crowned by a massive stone chimney.
It still retains a number of windows, including two with hood-mouldings at ground and first
floorlevels (Far r el | y, O6Rei Il vy, & Loughran 1993: 73) .

17



Parliament Street: West Side (UAS-87: Rear of Nos. 19-20). This stone building is
situated further west of the previous dwelling. It can be accessed from an unnamed lane
to the north of New Buildings Lane. The presence of chamfered stone windows and an
early chimney in the east wall suggest an early modern date for this building. At the time
of being recorded within the UAS, it only survived to first floor level (Far r el | vy,
Loughran 1993: 73).

Parliament Street: West Side (UAS-88: Rear of No. 21). This three-storey early modern
building is recorded within the UAS as being in a dilapidated state, though the exterior
was intact and the original roof timbers were still in situ. Both the west and east gables
were topped by stone chimneys. A damaged fireplace was also in situ in the west gable

and some of the original windows were also still in situ. The entrance was through a

square-headed cut-stone doorway in the northwall (Far r el | vy, O6Rei I Iy, & L

73-74).

Parliament Street: West Side (UAS-90: No. 28). There are two square-headed single light
windows of early modern date in the back/east wall of this house (Far r el | vy,
Loughran 1993: 74).

Parliament Street: East Side (UAS-91: No. 40-41). This four-storey, four-bay T-shaped
building presents with a Georgian facade but it is of early modern date, as a nhumber of
early modern features survive intact to the rear. Similarly, while the facade is of brick, the
south gable and the rear of the building present as a stone building. There is a round-
headed doorway with an arched hood-moulding at ground-floor level a number of two-light
windows with hood-mouldings on the first and third floor. There is a large stone chimney
at the apex of the south gable and a drip-stone projects from the third-floor of both the

south gable and the west wall.

A house of early modern date was added onto the south gable. This only survives up to
first floor level. In the south wall of this house there are two two-light windows with hood
mouldings overhead. There are also corbels projecting from the party wall which would
have supported the first floor of this house. It is suggested within the UAS that this house
may be associated with The Red LionInn(Far r el | 'y, OO0Rei | [7475). &
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Parliament Street: East Side (UAS-92: Nos. 42-43). These three-storey three-bay over
basement buildings appear to be Georgian in date. However, in the basement of each
there are two two-light windows which are possibly early modern in date, thus suggesting

an early date for the whole structure (Far rel l 'y, O6Rei lly, & Loughr an

High Street: West Side (UAS-48: No. 11). This townhouse (Figure 4) is located on the
corner of High Street and Friary Street. It seems quite likely that No. 10 and 11 were one
early modern townhouse, although No.10 is not recorded within the UAS. No. 11 is a
three-storey three-bay building, and six-bay when combined with No. 10), with oak
beamed cellars (Lanigan & Tyler 1987: 60). Surviving features can be seen in the north
gable, where there are two small windows with hood-mouldings near the apex of the
gable and a third at the lower level. The modern roof slope is lower than the original one.
A round-headed doorway in the south gable, visible in an illustration of 1850, could be

seenin the internal northwallof No. 10 ( af t er Farrelly, OOReADl Iy, &

High Street: West Side (UAS-49: Nos. 17-19). This was the townhouse (Figure 5) of
Martin Archer, who was among the oligarchy of élite families. The armorial plaque on the
front of the building is dated 1582. It is mainly preserved behind a Victorian/Edwardian
facade). It originally consisted of a complex of buildings, with the first house fronting
parallel onto the street. A central slip originally gave access to an inner house and
courtyards to the rear (the plan of the townhouse is discussed in more detail in chapter
four) ( Farrelly, O6Rei I | y, A grelininary @rbhaemlagical i#nPast : 41) .
assessment was undertaken to the rear of the house; the results of which will be briefly

reviewed in chapterthree (O6 Dr i sceoi | 2008) .

High Street: West Side (UAS-50: Rear of Nos. 17-19: Hole in the Wall Inn). This was
originally the most westerly of the Archer house complex (the plan of the townhouse is
discussed in more detail in chapter four). It became a famous tavern known as the Hole in
the Wall Inn in the seventeenth century. Among the visible remains are a round-headed
doorway, and a single-light with chamfered jambs on the ground floor and four double-
light windows with segmental heads and hood-mouldings on the first floor. There are also
two square-headed windows with hood-mouldings in the south gable and an elaborate
octagonal chimney-t op on t he west wall (Farrelly, O6Rei |
the rest of the site, a preliminary archaeological impact assessment was undertaken
infabout the area of the Hole in the Wall; the results of which will be briefly reviewed in
chapterthree( O6 Dri sceoi || 2008) .
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High Street: East Side (UAS-56: No. 70-71). This is a three-storey, three-bay townhouse,

with an early modern gable and chimney visible in the south gable of No. 71 (Figure 6)

(Farrelly, O6Rei I Iy, & Loughran 1993: 44) .

the rear have not been recorded.

High Street: East Side (UAS-58: No. 78). This is the house of Elias Shee, dating to 1582.
Like many of the houses on the East side
Street but, as it has been altered, the original plan is uncertain. It is a three-storey five-bay
building and still retains much of the original fabric and architectural details, including a
magnificent, massive mantelpiece on the ground floor with the Shee coat of arms, and its
armorial stone, although it has been moved to the rear of the building (Lanigan & Tyler
1987: 65). External features which were recorded in the UAS as being extant include a
Tudor chimney which projects at first floor level and rest on a row of corbels, a chamfered,
square-headed, single-light window at second level and a blocked, chamfered, square-
headed double-light window just below the chimney. An early chimney, located on the
north wall bet ween High Street and St.
ObReilly & Loughran 1993: 45).

Note: This should be recorded as No. 68-69 (Figure 7) within the UAS according to
current street numbers. The Elias Shee townhouse is known locally as beingthe EI v e r
Sportswear building. The massive fireplace within the shop bearing the Shee armorial

plague with the initials E.S. attests to this being the Elias Shee townhouse.

High Street: East Side (UAS-59: No0.79-81). This was the house of Nicholas Langton,
adjacent to the present Tholsel, (Figures 8, 9, 10, 11), built in 1609. Apart from Rothe
House, it is the other most apparent example of an early modern house in the city
because, although altered, it retains much of its original features, particularly to the rear. It
was originally a single gable fronted four bay building surmounted by a stone chimney,
which occupied both sides of the Butter Slip. There are traces of street arcading at the
front on High Street, including the arched entrance to the Butter Slip and Tudor windows
andaround-headed bl ocked doorway at the rear-
6). Two long rectilinear structures extend from the rear of the townhouse along the depth
of the rear sitet o St . Kierandéds Street, whi ch ar e
and connected at first floor level by a cross building approximately mid-way along the slip
(Figure 11). Archaeological investigations in 1992 focused on the cellar of the house and

are briefly reviewed in chapter three (Scully 1992).
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High Street: East Side (UAS-62: No. 91-93). The huge townhouse of Henry Shee

survived, largely intact, from when it was built, ¢. 1580, until 1928, when it was gutted to

build a O6Wool worthsodé store. Just as many of t
Thol sel , stretched t o St . Kieranos Lane, Henr
(Farrelly, O taR 8903 47w48). &igukeold gni the frontispiece shows the

facade of the building in the 1800s, with the original double gable frontage. Figure 13

shows it as it is today fronting High Street. Archaeological and architectural assessment

of the site took place 2003 suggested that a substantial amount of the original fabric of the

main house has survived and is incorporated into the modern building (refer to chapter

three) (O6Donovan 2005).

St . Ki eranoéds SUASELE3t Rear WeNs. {78 High 8teeet). This is the rear of

Elias Sheebs townhouse, which extends from Hig
were visible at the time of UAS, including a chimney, resting on five corbels, a square-

headed, chamfered, single-light at second floor level and a blocked, square-headed,

double-light, chamfered window just below the chimney. There is another chimney on the

north wall of the connecting buil di n@arrbllgt ween |
O6Rei |l Iy, & L 094y Soma aiteratiohPt@ the bAil@ing appear to have taken

place since the time of the UAS and these external features did not seem apparent at the

time of writing. (This should be recorded as the rear of No. 68-69 High Street within the

UAS according to current street numbers. The Elias Shee Townhouse is known locally as

beingthe El ver y 6s 8uyildng, atdNw 6860 (Figure 7). See note above).

John Street: East Side (UAS-66: N0s.78-80). The facade of No.79 bears the coat of arms
of the Fitzgeralds and the Shees, a Latin inscription and a date of 1638. At the rear, there
is an early fireplace and part of a chimney at first floor level in the east face of the return
wall of N0.80. In the east boundary wall at the rear of No.78 there are two corbels

projecting at second floorlevel( Farrel |l y, OO6Reilly, & Loughran 1

John Street: East Side (UAS-67: Nos. 88-89 - The Bridge House). This townhouse is
recorded within the UAS as dating to the early modern period and altered in the Georgian
period. In the rear of the building, Tudor hood-mouldings protrude at second floor level.
Two blocked single-light windows and Tudor doorways are also visible. The south gable
of No0.89 is substantially raised over the older roof slope. There is a possible early
window-h e a d i n t he east wal | of No. 8 8, at grou

Loughran 1993: 53). The house and the site have been the subject of several
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archaeological investigations in recent years following unlicensed alterations which
revealed medieval features. This established that the core of the building at the street
front end of Nos. 88-89 consisted of two early modern buildings, which were adapted and
enlarged in a Georgian Townhouse (Hayden 2002/Licence No: 01E1212; Gowan & Co.
Ltd 1999; 1998; 1995/Licence No: 95E053).

Patrick Street: East Side (UAS-96: No. 5-6). This seems to have been originally one

very large six bay early modern stone house, (Figure 14), which was incorporated into a

Georgian Terrace. In the cellar, there are two three-light cut-stone windows with hood-

mouldings and a third window and with a hood-moulding is just visible under the cellar

steps. A blocked round-headed cut-stone doorway is centrally placed in the basement

between both houses. There are three octagonal limestone chimneys of seventeenth-
century dat e, one on either end of the roof a
Loughran 1993: 78 -79).

Probable early modern townhouses

Barrack Lane: (UAS-24) . The wall to the west of a gatewa
gable of a possible early modern building. It has a substantial projecting stone chimney
(Farrelly, OO6Reilly, & Loughran 1993: 22).

St . Ki eranés SUAS-&¢12:tNp.27E @etd: Thi building is No. 28 according
to current street numbers). This house is probably of early modern date, as there is a tall,
chamfered, square-headed, Tudor window in the south gable, at first floor level (Farrelly,
O6Reilly & Loughran 1993: 93).

High Street: East Side (UAS-57: No. 76). An Ogee-headed window was uncovered during

alterations in 1973 which suggests that this may be an early modern townhouse (Farrelly,

O6Reilly & Loughran 1993: 44).

St . Caniceds Cat hedMWadt Sider €UAS-30C tEcclesiadtical t h
Residence/Almshouse). This house is located on the north-we s t side of St . (
Cathedr al precinct, adjoining St. Canicebs Lib

stating this was in existence in 1291, early modern features are visible on the facade
(Farrel |l yé&Lobrénel99B:28).,
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Ex-situ early modern fragments

Patrick Street: West Side (UAS-97: Rear of No. 30/Figure 15). (Note: This should be
recorded as No. 32 within the UAS according to current street numbers). A number of
architectural fragments are located in the boundary wall between Avonmore House
(formerly the Hibernian Bank) and the property to the south. These include the chamfered
jambs and sill of a single-light window, part of the jambs and sill of a possible double-light
window and an ogee-headed single-light window, with chamfered jambs and sill and a
relieving arch above it (Farrelly, OO0 Rei
as being in the boundary wall, it is possible that they have been moved from elsewhere.
There are no apparent early modern features visible on the house, although that does not

preclude an early modern origin.

John Street: East Side (UAS-69: Seix House). This huge townhouse was built in the early
modern period by the Seix family and was altered by James Butler, the 1st Duke of
Ormond, in 1666 to house Kilkenny College. The college building was in line with the
present street front. All that survives of it are two round-headed doorways with hood-

mouldings, which are incorporated into the present gateway. In 1782, the college was

1y,

&

rebuilt further back from the street (Farrelly,

A

Evands L an e :(UAS-8A).tFlagménis dfechamfered stone window jambs and a
mullioned sill, of early modern date, are incorporated in a wall on the south side of the

lane. They do not appear to be in their original position.

Evands Lane: (UASE8).tAn thS sodtle side of the lane, a number of early
modern window fragments are located on the facade of a derelict building, just above
ground level. On the east side there are two stone window jambs and a sill, and on the

west side there are three chamfered window jambs.

Dean Street: South Side (UAS-35: Archdeacon House). In 1984 the north (facade), east
and west walls of a townhouse of the Archdeacon family, one of the oligarchy of élite
families of Kilkenny, were taken down. They were rebuilt as a wall ¢.10m south of their
original position, incorporating some of the original features, including two round-headed

doorways and a square-headed window.
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Sites of former early modern townhouses

The Parade/Patrick Street: East Side (UAS-80: Smulkin Inn). The south-west corner of
the Parade/Patrick Street was the site of the Smulkin Inn and an associated house
(Farrelly, OOReilly, & Loughran 1993: 68).

Rose Inn Street: West Side (UAS-99: No.17-19 Sheaf Inn). This was formerly the site of
The Sheaf Inn. The building had a high pitched roof with a gable to the front. It remained
an inn up to 1816, after which time it is stated that the building was knocked (Farrelly,
O6Reilly & Loughran 1993: 81) . (Note that in c
the site appears to be constructed of limestone, and together with its architectural form

suggests it is possibly of early modern date. See Appendix).

High Street: West Side (UAS-53: Rear of No. 33). An early modern building existed on
this site. Several architectural features were still visible in the late nineteenth century but
were destroyed when a new building was erected on the site in the late twentieth century
(Farrelly, OO6Reilly, & Loughran 1993: 43).

High Street: West Side (UAS-54: Nos. 34-35). This was one of the early modern
townhouses of Sir Richard Shee. A number of architectural fragments survived until they

were destroyed by firein 1946 (Far r el |l 'y, OO6 Rei | | y;449)& Loughran 19

High Street: East Side (UAS-60: No. 82). This was the house of Edward Rothe. It retained

some Tudor features in the rear but these were demolished in the early nineteenth

century, when the house was replaced by the present brick building. A Tudor fireplace

was removed from the rear and is said to be pr
& Loughran 1993: 46).

Parliament Street: East Side (UAS-94: Parliament House). This is the site of one of Sir
RichardShe e 6 s t ownhouses, associated with the Nati
of October, 1642. It was situated between the Courthouse and the Bank of Ireland,
currently the north-entrance to Dunnes Stores carpark. It was demolished in 1861/2 but
was described then as an Elizabethan structure, with many of its original features,
including arched doorways, massive stone chimney shafts, gargoyles, mullioned windows
with drip labels; and internally, massive chimney-pieces, preserved in the rear. It is

generally supposed to have been identical with Emling's Hall or Emlyn's Hall, which is
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believed to have been on Rose Inn Street but the site has not been precisely located
(Farrelly, OO6Reilly, & LougB)ran 1993: 76; Carr.i

St . Ki er an 6 s idé&s(UASeL24t No. 58JeThis buigling is reputed to occupy the
site of a dwelling which belonged to John Rothe before he built Rothe House, Parliament
Street in 1594, However, a second source clain
stood on this site. The hood-mouldings on the east gable are nineteenth-century Tudor
Revi val (Farrelly, OOReilly, & Loughran 1993: ¢

St. Kieranos QUAB-208:1No. 17E Bl 17 waidehmmlished in 1985. It has a

number of early modern features including a massive chimney with dressed quoins.

St . Ki erandés SUAS4®:tRear & dle 17). Bhis dhese-storey building was
demol i shed n 1985. It was reported as Opossib
a.....stone door-case featuring a lintel with four lozenges containing a stylized flower in

relief 0.

Vicar Street: East Side (UAS-120: Nos. 15, 16). This is the site of the Common Hall of the
Vicaros Chor al , associated with St. Canicebds C:
15, 16, and 17 seemed to have once formed a single house, located in the middle of Vicar
Street, East side. The walls of No. 15 and 16 were said to be four foot thick, with old
beams in the dining room and the kitchen, and Tudor windows in the back. Phelan states
t hatm Gftrso r emai ns, it mu st once have been a ver
4). These remains were demolished in 2004 and replaced with a hotel. Archaeological
investigations were undertaken prior to redevelopment of the site and the results of these

are briefly reviewed in chapter three.

Vicar Street: East Side (UAS-1 2 1 : No. 17) . It is |ikely that
down as far as No. 17. The UAS states that it is of early modern date, with round hood-
moulding to the window on the ground floor. It is possible that this hood-moulding
originally formed an arch of a large entranceway or slip. Tudor rear windows were

recorded to the rear.
Vicar Street: East Side (UAS-119). The Town Clerk in the seventeenth century

supposedly lived in a house on this site at the corner of Vicar and Green Street (Farrelly,
O6Reilly, & Loughran 1993: 100) .
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Vicar Street: East Side (UAS-122: No. 22 - The House of the Prebendary of Tascoffin).

This townhouse was the end house on the eastern side of Vicar Street.

St . Cani c@AS1ORl)aceThis is recorded as o6the 1o
house, possiblyofpre-1 700 ¢@dBaedbelly, OO6Reilly, & Loughran
St . Caniceodos PUASI®7: The 8ul tinn).SThisl ian dated to 1602, was

located onthe south side of St . C a n istorey @yable-frontedc e an d

stone building surmounted by a stone chimney. There were four windows in the north
gable, each with a hood-moulding; a doorway was centrally placed at ground level. It fell
into a ruinous state by the end of the seventeenth century and was taken down in 1862 to
second-storey level. At the time of recording in the UAS only the east wall partially

survived, up to first-floor level, with a cut-stone, square, chamfered window at ground-

floor | evel (Farrelly, OOReilly, & Loughran 1993:
Unclassified
The heading 6Unclassifiedbé is used here for an

the field by the author as not matching in any manner the description given within the
UAS, suggesting a discrepancy in the record. Consequently, their origins are uncertain
and cannot be classified under any of the above headings until further investigation

determines their provenance.

Friary Street/Parnell Street: North Side (UAS-95). This townhouse is recorded within the
UAS as being located at the junction of Parnell Street and Friary Street, facing New
Street. It states that Thomas St. Ledger built a house here in the latter part of the
sixteenth century and that ébebhimddhe gasageamfidonh hi s bu
the corner of Friary Street and Parnell Street( Far rel Il 'y, O6Rei | 1-¥y8). & Loucg

It should be noted that building on the site, which is currently No.30 Friary Street, does
not appear to correspond to the description given in the UAS. It is a three-storey, three-
bay townhouse, in excellent condition, which presents as of limestone construction to the
rear. It forms part of a terrace of similar type townhouses. There is also a detached
limestone ancillary building to the rear, at right-angles to the main house, with a small
courtyard in between both. This layout is repeated at No. 25. No. 30 is possibly of early

modern date.
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High Street: West Side (UAS-51: No. 20). Thisbui |l di ng has been
building which may date from the sixteenth/seventeenth century. In the rear wall, there
are the remains of a three-light window-head, the jamb-stone of another window and a
projecting chimneydé(Far r el | y, Lo@br&el99B:42)., &

Again, this description does not correspond with the building on the site, so there is some
uncertainty as to which building it refers to?
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The buildings: the results of thesis fieldwork

Follow-up fieldwork to desk-based research in section one was undertaken in Patrick
Street, High Street, Friary Street, St .

Rose Inn Street), and Parliament Street in an attempt to identify and record any unknown
early modern townhouses. As a result of this, twelve townhouses have been identified
which are of certain early modern origin, and twenty townhouses which are possibly of

early modern origin.

Fieldwork involved visually inspecting every building along each of the above streets from
the front and to the rear, where access was possible, for evidence of early modern
features. The majority of these buildings in Kilkenny serve some type of commercial
purpose, such as offices, or many have at least one or more shops, public
houses/restaurants at ground floor level, depending on the overall size of the building. If
possible, the owner/occupier of individual buildings was informally interviewed regarding
the known history of the building. The interior of buildings were also visually inspected

within the limits of whatever access was granted.

Subsequently, the buildings which were deemed to be, or likely to be, of early modern
origin were recorded, together with the townhouses from the UAS, within the appendix
attached to this work, and classified under the headings of Certain and Possible. This
forms a List of Early Modern Townhouses in Kilkenny, together with justifications for
individual identifications. They were also plotted on GIS-generated maps which allow
information to be layered; and relevant photos were also taken as an aide to identification
and further research; and these are contained within the appendix. This is supplemented
by additional information and brief analysis below relevant to particular streets, buildings

etc. which both informed the field research and augmented in-field evidence.

Patrick Street

At first glance, this is a broad Georgian Terrace lined street. It leads from the Parade
junction to the Waterford Road, through
Historically, it was mainly a residential street much favoured by the professions. This
residenti al history is reflected in the

east and west side of the street. The overall appearance is of Georgian and later facades,

and while all the houses are generally three-storey in height over street level (some have
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cellars), they vary in size and form, such as the six-bay townhouse at No.5-6, (UAS-
96/Figure 14), to three and two-bay, at Nos. 2 (Figure 16), 7, 10, 30, 32 (UAS-97/Figure
15) respectively. Thus, some of the houses present as long, large imposing buildings
while others have a more box-like form. Although there is generally a sense of symmetry
and order within and between the various townhouses, closer inspection can reveal some
architectural idiosyncrasies within some of the individual townhouses, which hints at a

non-Georgian provenance.

I ndeed despite first architectural i mpressions

Down Survey Map 1655, (Figure 2), shows substantial houses on both the east and west
side of the street from the 6St. Patrick
roads at the north end of Patrick Street., with the greater number of houses on the west
side. Those on the west side are shown with burgage plots extending towards, but not
reaching the city walls. This was confirmed in the evidence from archaeological
excavations in 1998 (outlined in chapter three) to the rear of N0s.26-29 on the west side,
prior to the burgage plots being developed. The recovery of large amounts of post-
medieval pottery and drains further supports the existence of some early modern houses

along the west side (Halliday, 2002).

Conversely, the plot arrangement of the townhouses on the east side is less defined by

Gated

Petty but Rocquebdés map (1758) shows them with

arrangement to the rear, and bounded on the south-east by the boundary of houses and
buildings fronting onto the Parade. No.5-6 (UAS-96) is the most substantial townhouse on
this side and contrasts sharply with the more modest, newly identified No.2 (Figure 16/see
Appendix) to the north of it. This is an example, however, of the level of diversity which
exists in the range of townhouses throughout the city.

St . Kieranbs Street (formerly Low Lan

It was the location of an early Christian church and well, associated with St. Kieran

(Lannigan & Tyler 1987: 76). Remains of the church are still visible, incorporated into the

e, Bac

wall of the early medieval Kyt éNbrmandown,itwasy. As p.
and still is, very strategically placed, as it leads from Parliament Street to Rose Inn Street,

which provides access to the St. Johndés Bridge
with High Street and backs onto St. Maryés Churt
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important streets by a series of steps and slips, including the Butter Slip, which forms part
of the Langton House at No. 79-81 High Street.

The west side of the street originally consisted of many of the rear facades of both the
large early modern townhouses on High Street, such as the Langton House (UAS-59),
and the Elias Shee House at No. 68-69 High Street (UAS-58), and the smaller, double-
bay townhouses. For example, the newly identified No. 41 (Figure 17 /see Appendix) may
be a rear facade of No. 76 (UAS 57) (O? building), at the northern end of High Street.
Similarly, the rear of the Elias Shee House is now The Pantry restaurant, but it is not
apparent on visual inspection how much of the original fabric and features (recorded in
section one) still exist. It was originally a three-storey, three-bay dormer house.
Interestingly, dormer windows were also a feature of the former early modern townhouse
at No. 17 (demolished 1980s), (see section one), and similarly at the possible early
modern townhouse at No. 31 (Boll dantj@anXk Tyweu b ) , (F
1987: 77; 79). While these may have been later additions to these buildings, dormer

windows were a feature of early modern buildings, as is demonstrated in some of the

early modern mer chant 6s houses in Gal way cit)
(Fitzpatri ck, O6Bri en, -3.nMhnyWaHe hduseflcihg gnto $t4 2 ; 342
Kiernanbés Street had courtyards interlinking wi

Along the east side, many of the houses were also of early modern origin, and consisted
primarily of very large three-storey, three to six bay houses with long burgage plots
containing gardens and orchards extending to and with access to the river Nore (Lanigan
& Tyler 1987: 76-79). The Civil Survey shows that many of these appear to have also had
ancillary buildings/houses to the rear, with connecting courtyards (Simington 1942: 525-
527). Regrettably, many of these houses which lined both sides of the street have been
demolished and replaced by modern commercial developments, such as No. 17 above on
the east side, and the burgage plots and courtyards have been replaced by large car

parks to the Nore.

Lower Friary Street (formerly Walkin Street)

Up to 1817, Friary Street was the main entrance to the city from the south-west, running,
as it does, at right-angles to High Street, in an east-west direction. It was originally known
as Walkin Street, associated with the medieval town gate known as Walkin Gate, which
was demolished ¢.1809 (Lanigan & Tyler 1987: 68).
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According to the Civil Survey stone houses did exist in Friary Street, however, of those
that are recorded only two are stone houses with slated roofs; there is one thatched
house with stone walls, while the remainder of those recorded are thatched houses, with
either part stone and/or part wattle and clay walls (Simington 1942: 509-10). However, it
may not fully represent the entire housing stock of the street. Interestingly, one of these
thatched houses is 64 feet long, which is comparable to the length of some of the stone
houses on the High Street and longer than the two stone houses recorded in Friary
Street.

At present, the street is predominantly residential and is lined on the north side with a
terrace of two and three-storey, three-bay houses, such as No. 30, and 25 (Figure 19/see
Appendix), with modern facades, and modern apartments towards the east end.
Unfortunately, a known early modern townhouse was demolished to accommodate the
building of these apartments in recent years. The south side is largely comprised of a
terrace of two storey houses and the Francisan Friary complex. Two large three-storey
houses dominate the junction of Friary and High Street, on both sides, both (Figures 12 &
20) of early modern date (UAS-48/Figure 4).

As is suggested within the Appendix, the houses along the north side may represent a

terrace of early modern houses, which contrasts hugely with the number recorded in the

Civil Survey. If they are early modern, and it should be noted that in architectural style and

form they have parallels elsewhere in the city, such as No. 70-71 High Street, (UAS-

56/ Figure 6), t hen, these houses possibly fit
group in the city, - that is of moderate-sized houses (Neely, 1989: 68-71).

High Street into Parliament Street

Il n 1613, it was noted that Kil kenny had 6for
supported by pillars, under which there is an
1989: 68). This quote suggests that all the townhouses were of a similar architectural
style and size and in fact, this seems to be the general accepted viewpoint up until now.
However, beyond this source and the example of Rothe House, on Parliament Street,
there is little archaeological evidence so far to support this viewpoint. Indeed, the only
reference during the course of this research to archaeological evidence for the

colonnaded form of house is to two houses in High Street i between Nos. 44 and 47
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(west side), which were being demolished in the mid-nineteenth century and it is said that

the arches of the original street arcade were revealed (Graves, 1849-51, 46).

The eighteenth century drawing (Figure 8) shows houses along the northern end of High
Street, adjacent to the Market Cross, which have bay or oriel type windows at ground floor
level rather than the open pavement arrangement described above. The only house in the
drawing with a colonnaded arrangement is the Langton House, (see section one), behind
the Market Cross. It may be that these bay windows were Georgian additions blocking off
the original colonnaded way in some houses to create the closed shop arrangement, or
has artistic licence produced a more stylised version of reality, with high Dutch-style

gables on many of the buil dings aws?lLodkiohabc ol at e

the modern streetscape, High Street is predominately a mercantile, commercial,
residential mix of buildings. At first glance, they appear to be Georgian and later buildings,
of four, three, and two storey buildings, ranging from single to six bays; interspersed with
some new commercial buildings. If the modern streetscape is placed against the
nineteenth century documentary source mentioned above and against the streetscape in
the drawing of the Market Cross and the Langton House, then it suggests that many of
the large early modern houses have been demolished or almost all the houses have
undergone major structural changes to remove their high gables and colonnades over the
past centuries but particularly, in the Georgian/late Victorian period. Clearly, the evidence
of the UAS, the Architectural Heritage Building Survey of Kilkenny, and field research (see
Appendix), confirms that the Georgian and later facades of High Street and Parliament
Street, in common with Patrick Street, and the adjoining streets, conceal the early modern

origins of many of the houses along both sides of the street.

Conversely, the drawing of the Henry Shee house (Figure 12) and what is No. 12 High
Street (Figures 12 & 20) opposite is very interesting. Although the Henry Shee house was
radically altered in the early twentieth century and No. 12 has also been altered, when
compared to the modern streetscape from a somewhat similar vantage point today
(Figure 21), it is quite remarkable that the houses to the north and south of the Shee
townhouse within the drawing seem almost similar to the modern streetscape. Based on
this minimal level of change over a century and a half, between these buildings, it poses
the question of how reflective is it of the level of change from the seventeenth century
through the Georgian period throughout all the buildings on High Street/Parliament Street,
and indeed elsewhere? In other words, to what extent have individual houses actually
been altered from their original form? Therefore, it is within this context that architectural

styles and townhouse plans will be explored further later in this work.
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Chapter 3

Excavations

This chapter examines the archaeological investigation reports for a range of sites across
the boroughs of Hightown and Irishtown, which were the subject of archaeological
investigation since 1968 and which have produced evidence associated with early
modern townhouses. However, the majority of the sites were investigated since the 1990
by various private archaeological companies responding to the requirements of high scale
urban development within the nationwide economic boom of the past ten years. While all
the evidence within each report will be considered, the focus will be on the evidence
related to early modern townhouses only.

Borough of Hightown

26 -29 Patrick Street (West side)/Pudding Lane/Pennyfeather Lane

Two adjacent sites (Licence Nos. 97E0468 and 98E0092 respectively), which were
predominantly in the borough of Hightown but extending into the borough of Donaghmore,
were fully excavated prior to development of the site. On its west side, the site is bounded
by the city walls. On its east side is Patrick Street and Pudding Lane, which extends to the
north of Patrick Street. On its north side it reached almost as far as Pennyfeather Lane to
the west of High Street. Prior to excavation, the site comprised two car-parks, three single
buildings and six extensive areas of garden spread between the two sites. Patrick Street

is currently lined with Georgian and later buildings (Halliday 2002: 3).

The evidence from the excavations showed that there was intense occupation in Pudding
Lane/26-29 Patrick Street (West side) from the early medieval period. The ceramic
evidence suggests that this was as early as the late twelfth century and so, most likely
related to the Anglo-Norman habitation. Associated with this intense occupation, nine
burials were also identified; two of which may relate to an earlier monastic settlement
close to Pudding Lane, while the remainder may relate to a late seventeenth Almshouse
in Friary Lane (Halliday 2002: 35).
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The evidence, including a linear trench feature running north-south across the site and
associated medieval pottery, suggests that houses were mainly on the eastern side of the
site running along Patrick Street but that smaller properties may also have existed close
to the trench line, on the western side, extending to the city wall. The only area excavated
on the street front was at Pudding Lane. While there were no medieval structures found,
wide areas of intense burning, stake and post holes, as well as other features, such as a
rectilinear feature, suggests that they did exist. This suggests that wood or wattle
structures - (dated from ceramic evidence to between the late 12™-14" centuries) - on the
street front at Pudding Lane were replaced by large solid stone houses by the 16" century
at least. Many extant houses in the vicinity also show architectural details from this period,
such as the Ogee window to the rear of No. 33 Patrick Street (Halliday 2002: 36).
Architectural survey at No. 26 Patrick Street has also shown that although the early
Georgian structure was extensively refurbished and extended in the early eighteenth
century, it was an even earlier three storey stone structure (Halliday 2002: 36). As
mention above, Patrick Street i s at present | i
Down Survey Map 1655 (Figure 2) shows that fro
walled town to the juncture of roads at the north end of Patrick Street, there were
substantial houses on the west side, with burgage plots extending towards, but not
reaching the city walls. Instead, it seems that the linear trench above marked the
boundary of these plots, dividing the area of habitation from an agricultural or grazing
area, or common area covered with vegetation. These properties were on the area
excavated (Halliday 2002: 1, 3).

No. 63 High Street: East Side

Archaeological excavations took place at the rear of 63 High Street (The OK House). It is

suggested to be of Tudor/Jacobean origin but it is uncertain how much of the original

fabric survives within the current structure and would require a detailed architectural

survey to determine t he extent eallf2003 wWd;or / Jacc
Excavations 2003:1012; 2002:1013).

No. 79-81 High Street: East Side (UAS-59)

This is the building known as The Langton House (Figures 8-11). It was built by Nicholas
Langton, one of the wealthy merchant families, in 1609. Archaeological investigations
focused on the cellar of the house. The cellar measures 11.10m east/west by 6.30m
north/south internally, and incorporates the Butter Slip to the west and No. 81 to the east.
Two brick built barrel vaults form part of the cellar directly beneath the Butter Slip, and it

was suggested that these were inserted as later additions to the original cellar. A brick-
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built fireplace was present on the north wall and the original stone corbels and oak
beams, supporting the upper ground floor, were extant. The original cobble floor surface
was also exposed (Scully 1992: 1-3; Excavation Licence No: 92E101. Excavations
1992:113).

No. 91-93 High Street: East Side (UAS-62)

This was the townhouse of Henry Shee, a merchant and member of the ruling oligarchy.
The house was built in 1580 and survived largely intact until 1928, (Fig. 12 & 13) when it
was gutted after being taken over by Woolworths.

Archaeological and architectural assessment of the site in 2003, however, revealed a
significant discovery, in that the footprint of the present structure fronting High Street (Fig.
13) retains the original sixteenth century walls of the Shee townhouse on three sides. Two
gable ends of the street front building survive to second floor level and a 5m long section
of the rear house wall extends from the south-eastern gable. A part of the front facade
survives as a pillar next to the south-eastern gable wall, although this portion of the
building has been severely altered by the insertion of modern shop fronts and 20" century
window openings. The carved stone armorial plaque with the coat of arms of Henry Shee
and his wife Francis Crisp is positioned on the front facade. On the southeast wall, there
is also side access off the High Street that is medieval in date. Internally, the 16" century
cellar is still extant along the High Street front. A single corbel survives at second floor
level which would originally have supported the floor beams. At least one large Tudor cut-
stone fireplace, measuring 2m. wide, with a champhered edge, also survives behind
concrete render on the north-eastern gable wall at second floor level. Quoin stones were
also evident, marking the rear return of the Tudor building that originally measured 8m
wide. It is expected that other features are also likely to be present behind the modern
render (O6Dono®2xyn 2005: 3, 15

To the rear of the building human burial remains were uncovered, and it was suggested
that further burials were likely to be uncovered within the development site along St.

Ma rsyLéne, as a large number of burials were uncovered during previous excavations

along St. Maryods Lane in 2000 and-14604D bhased 2 00 3.
on ceramic evidence and combined with a 16™ century date, which was applied to the

surviving cobbling in the lane, it was concluded that the current boundary wall of St.

Mar yos graveyard i s not contemporary wi t h

(O6Donovan 2005: 5).
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It is difficult to be certain what plan the buildings to the rear originally took as the area has
been completely built over. Cartographic analysis of the plot, in particular, the earliest
maps (Rocqueds madedition @Frdap a h8d2) shémethatwhile much of
the area appears built up, none of the individual plots in the area are shown by Rocque. A
small courtyard is shown, however, adjacent to the east end of the site and is accessed
via a slip off Rose Inn Street. The 1% edition OSI map shows a long rectilinear structure
extending from the rear of the townhouse, along the depth of the rear site and abutting the
buil dings facing onto St. Maryds Lane. A
site |l eading off St . Maryods Lane into a
townhouse and also the rear of the adjoining building to the north. Another building flanks
the northwest side of the courtyard. A smaller building adjoins the southeast side of the
townhouse fronting onto High Street. A number of structures with small yards at the rear

wi de

l ong

areshown fronting onto St. Maryods Lane (Oo6Donovan

Subsequently, significant changes to the plot layout occurred after 1883 as ownership of

the building(s) changed (O6Donovan 2005:

demonstrated that many of the buildings which appear to have existed to the rear of the

property inthe 1*edi t i on OS] Ma p , extending to St.

been demolished and/or built over and nothing of architectural interest has been retained.

However, a surviving portion of medieval wall extending along the southeastern side of

7).

Ma r \

the plot was identified as the original bur gag e

Nos. 17-19 High Street: West Side (UAS-49); and No.21

No.17-19 i s known as The & Auiltcbh Rartin Areharsa neerciant
and member of the ruling oligarchy, in 1582 (Figure 5). No. 21 is to the north of the Archer
house (Figure 22). Both properties face onto High Street. No. 21 is set back off the street,
off-line with the remainder of the houses on the street, with a rectangular paved open

space to the front.

A preliminary archaeological impact assessment (Excavation Licence No: 07E910) was
undertaken of a proposed development to the rear of Nos. 17-19 and 21 High Street (it
did not include survey and assessment of the standing buildings on the site) (O6 D i
2008). The site covered two separate burgage plots, which run east-west, at right angles
to the High Street; each of which contain upstanding buildings dated to the early modern
period. These include the roofless ruins
Wal | 6, whi ch tvwaes 6d mingirnaHoluyse 6 of tirhtee midr
1700

o

s was transformed into the (i n)niedas
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such for about a hundred years. A disused alleyway runs east-west along the south side
oftheruins (O6 Dri sceol8)l 2008: 15

The evidence showed a rich archaeological signature, with the earliest material relating to
the thirteenth to fourteenth century Anglo-Norman period, when the site was first laid out
within the framework of the medieval Hightown and used as the back-yards and gardens
for houses that fronted onto the High Street. The original Archer burgage plot measured
exactly 3.5 perches (17.5m) in width, the standard for a burgage plot; with the stone wall
surviving on the north and south of the plotO6 Dr i sceol6)l 2008: 15

Deposits associated with the remodelling of tFh
Wal | 6 waentfiedd®0 oDr i sceoed8)l 2008: 27

In the early modern period, the northern plot i 6 St . Mar yods iCGlppedreto Houseo
have doubled in width, which led to the removal of the medieval stone burgage wall that
formerly was the boundary between two narrower properties. Subsequently, the new,
larger plot measured almost exactly the same as the Archer plot to the south i 3.5
perches. Horticultural soil deposits from this period were found within each of the burgage
plots and so, it is most likely that these layers contain gardening features relating to
formal gardens and orchards, similar to those recently discovered at the early modern

townhouse, Rothe House, on Parliament Street (O6 Dr i s c e o.i | 200 8: 32)

Post-medieval encroachment affected both burgage plots in the Georgian period. At 21
High Street the plot was reduced to 14m at High Street, narrowing to 9m at its west end.
Both plots were also altered to the rear (west end), as one large garden was formed by
amalgamating the two plots, and this appears to have been in the ownership of the
houses on William Street (6 Dr i sceoi |l 2008: 32).

Friary Street (No house number/s specified in the report)

Test excavations fronting Friary Street (formerly Walkin Street) and Garden Row, over an
area 28m long by 18.5m wide, revealed various phases of archaeological activity,
including a large number of medieval and post-medieval features. Features were densely
concentrated in clusters of medieval and post-medieval urban occupation, grouped into
four easti west medieval Obur gaged ptespected by \athriearih modeenraed
modern building. There was no evidence of houses in situ, suggesting that the medieval

street was to the south of its present orientation. The Civil Survey shows, however, that
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improvement of Friary Street continued in the early modern period, with the construction

of dwellings and associated settlement (Stevens 2001:698).

Friary Street/Garden Row (No house number/s specified in the report)

Archaeological test excavation was carried out on a proposed development site on Friary

Street. The gable end of an early 18th-century building was identified at the western end

of the site. The central triangular chimney column shared with an adjoining property is

characteristic of a pre-Georgian building( O6 Donov an: Excavations 1997:

No0.17 Friary Street

The remains of two walls of a substantial building and a cobbled yard were uncovered at
No.17 Friary Street, during a test excavation in 2003. While it was not possible to date
these precisely, a clay-pipe stem from the fill of the cut for the easti west wall provided a
possible date for the wall construction in the 17th century (O Drisceoil: Excavations
2003:10009).

Borough of Irishtown

Nos. 15, 16, and 17 Vicar Street: East Side

Excavations at the site revealed the floor plan of a street-fronting property of what

appeared to be the remains of the 'Vicar's Choral'. It showed a substantial two-celled

rectangular building constructed of mortar-bonded stone (mostly limestone) and was

floored with a variety of ceramic tiles, bricks and stone flags and extended across the

entirety of the street frontage of 15-16 Vicar Street. A smaller, single-roomed structure

uncovered to the rear of the building appeared to be a later extension. A substantial

stone-built wall with an L-shaped return was also uncovered to the rear and although the

functi on of t his structure was uncl-madi evdal 6di ¢
(Stafford: Excavations 2004:0903).

No. 10 Il rishtolae/ St. Caniceds P
Archaeological and architectural assessment was undertaken of a site at the corner of St.
Caniceds Place and I rishtown (formerly Kknown a:¢

before demolition consisted of three separate buildings.
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Four main phases of construction and alteration were identified in the upstanding remains
on site. The early modern period was represented within phase one, and consisted of the
fragmentary remains of the east and west walls of a Tudor building. The building originally
extended further west beyond the present day Irishtown street front as the street was
narrower in the medieval/post-medieval period. As part of phase two related to the
eighteenth century redevelopment of the structure, road widening involved demolishing
the original street front and erecting a new facade further east. The building was dated
stylistically on the basis of a dressed chamfered window and a large fireplace. The
width/size of the property suggests that it originally fronted onto Irishtown. The north/south
walls only survived to ground floor level (approximately 3m above the present ground
level). No trace of the west and east wall survive.

El evation to St. Caniceobds Pl ace: A fragsment of
corner of the site, which was well coursed and built exclusively of limestone. A
rectangular, champhered, dressed limestone window ope survived in the wall and is was
surmounted by a relieving arch. A corresponding relieving arch was present just 1.65m to
the west. No moulded window fragments or evidence for an opening was present beneath
the window, suggesting that the relieving arch may have been to maintain the structural
stability of the wall rather than bearing the weight above a window ope. A corner fragment

of a first floor window was located in the upper western corner of the structure.

Elevation of Rear Wall: The south wall of the property at ground floor level was 15.5m
long. The wall was coursed limestone and adjoined the neighbouring property. The Tudor
elements at the eastern end of the wall survived to a height of 1.50m and were rebuilt. No
architectural features were present. The Tudor elements at the western end of the wall

survived to a height of 2.50m.

The western side of an internally splayed doorway survived centrally in the wall, to a
height of 1.80m. A single corbel survived in the building. A substantial Tudor fireplace
survived in the rear wall. It was at least 3m wide, 1.10m high and was recessed 1.40m
into the south wall. The width of the fireplace was an estimate as the western side was
altered by a later eighteen century fireplace. The over-mantle consisted of a substantial
timber beam and the flue above this was built from hand-made red brick. To the west of
the fireplace, two recessed features were present, both of which had been altered. One of
these was interpreted as a flue, while the other, was stone-lined but the eastern side of
which had been rebuilt using red brick. It was suggested that both these features were

linked and formed part of an oven. A history of local flooding of the Bregagh river, coupled
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with subsidence may have been a contributing factor leading to the collapse of the
building (06 Do#fovan, E. : 1997; 5
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Chapter 4

The Townhouses: An Analysis

The purpose of this chapter is to examine the evidence provided by the archaeological
and architectural investigations in the previous chapter for certain townhouses, and any
supporting historical sources, including the Civil Survey, and field research, to explore the
architectural form and types of townhouse plans which appear to have been used in
Kilkenny between 1550 and 1650, as well as examining parallels elsewhere (Simington:
1942). In doing so, it will also consider the different ways in which particular plans may

have been adapted to 6fitd the site.

In the majority of towns in England the initial plot pattern was a remarkably stable element
in the town plan and, although the division of plots was not uncommon, the amalgamation
of two or more burgage plots was not frequent (Slater 1981: 211). This seems to have
been the case in Ireland al so, wher e, equally
2000: 95) . Like other medi eval t owns ,iliaki | kenny
Marshal's in 1207 specified the number of burgages and the dimensions of the burgage
plots. Each burgess would have likely been required to build a house on the plot, and to
the rear of it there was room for ancillary buildings and a garden. In Kilkenny, over time if
family circumstances improved, and pressure on space increased, houses were either
replaced or additions were made, usually parallel or at a right angle to the first house.
These changes usually followed a plan which gave an open area or courtyard between
the structures or alongside them, with archways and laneways, known as slips, providing
access into the different areas of many of the bigger houses, and, as was the case in

Kilkenny, also to other parts of the city.

Ki | kenny 6of1207 stpulate@ that each burgess must pay one shilling annually to
the lord of the town for the burgage plot he was granted; this was the equivalent of over
01500 today (Bradley, 2000: 15) . Therefore, t
(measuring 3.5 perches in width) whether built either at right angles or, parallel to the

street, was reflective of the material wealth and prestige of the burgess - as a building at
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right angles or of two bays occupies one plot only, while a building parallel to the street of

more than two bays must spread across a number of plots (Grenville 1990: 451).

The evidence from some of the documentary sources, the Civil Survey, excavations and

from field research, suggest that a range of architectural forms and townhouse plans

existed in Kilkenny, based on townhouses being placed parallel to the street, at right

angles to it, or sometimes a combination of both. Therefore, while the architecture of

some of the early modern townhouses of Kilkenny may have been Renaissance, the

plans of many of the townhouses, with their mixture of commercial and domestic
accommodation and layout around, or in association with, a courtyard, have a medieval

footprint, with their origins in medieval England and the wider European medieval tradition

(Grenville 1990: 456). Just as the late medieval plan of an open-hall, service wing

(separated by a screens passage) and solar, or private rooms, was adapted to restricted

town sites in Engl and, Kil kennyo6s early modern
to the constraints of the urban environment where long burgage plots ran at right angles

to the streets. In doing so, they conform largely to the general pattern of merchant house

pl an types, as paralleled in many Bnnpt'Theh medi
Rows' of Chester and indeed, within a national context, to some of the early modern

mer chant 6s townhouses in Gal way, where the | ay
was a feature of many of t he m&39;cCGneavilld ®30: houses
446-460;Fi t zpatri ck, O6Bri e227;33@8)d Wal sh 2004; 133

Kil kennyds Townhouse plans and the C

The Civil Survey provides a good overview of the range and diversity of house plans

throughout the city. Examples of these include:

A sl ated stone house on the east side of St . K
Joyning to ité (Simington 1942: 526).

A sl ated stone house on the north side of St .
Street, with O6A cross building Joyning to itd

wood & the walles stoned (Simington 1942: 526) .

In some instances o0 n St . Ki eranos Street , Ros e l nn Stre
Street), Hi gh Street (Sir Robert Rothebs house
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building backwar dbo, or 0A cross buildingé. T h e
was either running at right angles but may not have been joined to the main house or the

building was detached and running parallel to the main house, similar to Rothe House

(Simington 1942: 526-529).

There are also instances of slated stone houses, which seem to be set back off the street.

These seem to have had either a plot of grounc
side opposite to the Castle (The Parade); a plot of ground lying between the house and

the street,or6one yard next t og yde psetrrceheetse sasan the i nmei ans ur
west side of High Street (townhouses of Patrick Plunket and Sir Robert Roth
respectively);or a courtyard 6Joyning to ye streeted, as
(Wast) (Simington 1942: 508; 511; 526; 527). There were instances also of additions built

at a right angle to the house, leading off or forming a courtyard between the house and

the street, as at Robert Sheebs very extensi vi
where a 6bricke potritéh dwdaldleisnagnah oiuns éféatca , t her e
in ye courtyard joining to ye said house. At the house of Thomas Cusack, High Street,

there was O6A st onel 6wAa IBIre dc kheo thsoeu ssel altoeycdhi ng t o t
Streete side fit for a Barbe r(Simington 1942: 501).

There was a 6stone house slated called ye fl an

6one yard conteyning halfe a pch smal/l measur e

Some slated stone houses seem to have had only one associated yard and outhouse, as

on the west side of St. James6 Street (Simingtc

There are also at least three examples on the High Street (the site locations are not
specified in two of these) of buil di ngsest record
measured 100 ft., with the corresponding range at 70 ft. long by 38 ft. wide; 84ft. and 76ft.

long by 31 ft wide; and 60ft. and 68ft. long by 32 ft. wide. It is unclear whether the

Kilkenny houses were parallel or at right angles to the street (Simington 1942: 502; 506).

These are particularly interesting as they suggest parallels with Clifton House, the
extensive merchantés house, with accompanying
Lynn, England. This medieval house consisted of two parallel ranges at right angles to the

street, which seems to have been largely rebuilt, above ground level, in the late sixteenth

or early seventeenth century, with the double range of warehouses also either built or

rebuilt in the same period (Pantin 1962: 175-177). In Ir el and, for exampl e
Almshouse (built 1624) in Youghal, Co. Cork is, in fact, a triple range building, built
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parallel to the street, with access off the street and to the side, and more particularly,
double range houses seem to have also existed in Galway, based on the evidence from

the Pictori al map of Galway (Fitzpatrick

, O6Br

k nown i f warehouses were a feature of t he Kil

reasonable to suggest the possibility, particularly in the large house complexes. Certainly,
cellars were an important feature of most townhouses, either for storage or, as mentioned
above, if there was independent access from the outside, they could also be used as
shops.

In the majority of properties recorded in the Civil Survey, most plots had either one or
more courtyards, outhouses and cabins in addition to the main house(s). Interestingly,
even with medium to large stone slated townhouses, most of the ancillary buildings were
built using a variety of material, such as wattles and clay covered in thatch; brick walls,
slated; stone walled covered with thatch or slated; timber walls and slated; walls part
stone and part wattles and clay with thatch and/or shingles and/or slates (Simington 1942:
501-549).

However, due to the random way in which the Civil Survey generally recorded individual
structures within each plots, unfortunately, it is impossible to be certain of the
arrangement and purpose of many of the ancillary structures and yards within the overall
layout of the plot. While some of the ancillary buildings seem to be detached, (but it is not
clear whether they run parallel with the house or other buildings, or at a right angle), some
are recorded as being joined to other buildings, such as the slated stone walled house
menti oned ab ahateht @abbinhoyrting ® it &t to lay in wood & the walles
stoneédr possibly adjacent, as with o6éa b
I nl arger of the ot her hlexwsVWaler Archér bnhthe nest slie
of High Street (Simington 1942: 502-503; 526). Consequently, it is difficult to get a clear

perspective of individual townhouse plans from the Civil Survey alone.

Townhouse plans and architectural forms

As a well preserved upstanding early modern townhouse, Rothe House, (Figure 3) built
between 1594 and 1610, by John Rothe - one of the oligarchy of élite families - best
illustrates one type of townhouse pl an,

0 pdalel type, as categorised by Pantin (1963: 202-239). It consists of three houses, each

of which are rectangular in plan, separated by courtyards and linked by side buildings,

44

ui l din

house

as it



arranged parallel to each other towards the front of a long burgage plot. The first house
fronting onto the street has a colonnaded facade, with shops behind the colonnade and a
cellar, or undercroft, underneath. Above the shop, on the first floor, there was a large
timber-panelled hall, with a stuccoed ceiling and oriel window overlooking the street
bel ow. John Rothedés private rooms were next toc

were on the second floor, under the roof.

The master bedroom was on the north side of the second house and the southern two-

thirds of this house compri sed his wifebds suite of apart ment
including a kitchen. However, the main kitchen with a large hearth and bake oven was on

the ground floor of the third house, and the childrends rooms were
addition, there was a brew-house, a kiln, a well, a cistern, and a formal garden which

extended to the City Wall (Bradley 2002: 35).

As the principal function of the city was as a market, a common aim would likely have
been to gain a foothold on the main commercial thoroughfare, and particularly so for
Kilkennybds ruling mer tihtgpa of pafabiehplah dllaved maximumr e f or e,
commercial use of the frontage along the main thoroughfare of the town. Independent
access was also possible through a series of archways leading into each courtyard. The
cellar could also be used not just for storage but as a shop where there was independent
access directly from the street. To allow adequate headroom the floor level above was
raised above ground level and the upper shop was reached via a flight of steps. This is
the case in several medieval townhouses in England, such as at 58 French Street,
Southhampton, and indeed it was possible at Rothe House. It also provided the possibility
that the shop(s) and living rooms in front could be let or used separately (Grenville 1990:

45 3; Pantin 1963: 203) . I n fact, the Ciivi |l Sur
6one sellar of ye Il ength of the house used by
St . Kieran§$s oSmeeky Back Lane), joining to th

house, however, - which only had three rooms and so, was small in comparison to other
stone houses - was not recorded as having any ancillary buildings, presumably due to the
restricted location (Simington 1942: 527).

Archaeological and architectural investigations, - in particular, of the Henry Shee and the
Archer townhouses on the east and west side of the High Street, respectively - provide an
insight into the plans the townhouses originally took, despite having been built over and/or

altered in both cases.
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Henr y Shee 06 soriginallywfromtea the street as a five-bay, four-storey, over cellar

(see Frontispiece) building. The early drawing (Figure 12) of the townhouse shows five

entrances to the building, at least three of which appear to have shops associated with

them, set along the street-f r ont . The complex extended from tF
Lane and seems to have effectively formed a quadrangle with a long central courtyard (as

detailed in the previous chapter), which solved the problem of light and access. This,

agai n, has parallels in many of the | arger me
Lane houses, for example, fronted onto both Kiwanés Lane and Cross Stre
comprised four houses, three of which were bui
and Walsh 2004; 85; 180-192; 342). Some of the living quarters of the Shee townhouse

most likely were on the second floor and above, as suggested by the discovery of a large

(2m wide) Tudor cut-stone fireplace, with a champhered edge, (and more such features

may exist under modern render), at second floor level ( O6 Donov an . IRi9ds6 : 19)
likely that there were additional living quarters to the rear, given the extent of the complex.

Like the parallel type plan of Rothe House, the plan gave maximum commercial use of
both the frontage along the main thoroughfare of the town but equally, and significantly,
because it extendedto St . Marydés Lane, it also optimised

existed to the rear. Although it is unclear from the architectural assessment whether the

south-eastern side access off Hi gh Street, t hat i
through t o St. Maryds Lane, if it followed the pa
such as the Butter and Market Slips, i-17). i s mos

Therefore, the property had independent access, both from High Street, Rose Inn Street,
and St. Maryods Lane. This is also significant
Nore, which was the hugely important commercial waterway to the southern ports for the

Kilkenny merchants in their trade with England and other European countries.

The Nicholas Langton townhouse at Nos. 79-81 High Street, presents today as a three-
storey, five-bay building, over basement built parallel to the street (Figures 8-11).
However, it originally encompassed both sides of the slip, now known as the Butter Slip,
which ran centrally through the complex from t
drawing of the Market Square, with the Langton townhouse behind the Market Cross,
(Figure 8), however, presents the building as having been originally very similar in
architectural style to the first house of the Rothe House complex, with a colonnaded, high
single gabled facade, with shops behind and a cellar, or undercroft, underneath. If the
representation is accurate, it is the only townhouse in the city, so far, which holds that

parallel. The reasonably good preservation of the fabric and features of the buildings on
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both sides of the slip gives a strong perspective of what it must have been like in the early

modern period. Like Rothe House, the Renaissance influence is very evident in the
architectur al details of the windows and door
connecting the two buildings on either side of the slip. Thus, as well as providing access

into the depths of the townhouse,and t o St . Kieranbds Street t o t
an architectural feature in itself by enabling other features to be introduced. For example,

the very Venetian type O6closed bridged connec
enclosed miniature courtyard type space along the slip, just to the rear of the main house.

In fact, it could be suggested that the challenge of incorporating the slip into the house

plan (which was a stipulation of the corporation in granting the lease of the land to

Nicholas Langton in 1602) was used to best advantage in adapting a plan to suit the site

(Prim 1864: 73-74).

The Civil Survey recorded the Archer townhouse as that of James Archer. In the survey, it

i s described as a compl ex of 2d oaombsherdabwsitlc
backward added to the samebod, out houses and a vy
1942; 509). The Archer house is a four-bay townhouse, built parallel to the street (Figure

5). In essence, it has strong parallels with the Langton townhouse, in that it also

incorporates a central slip from the street through the building, which accesses an inner

house complex and courtyards. The slip is described by Prim as being directly opposite

the entrance to St. Ma r yotdong, 6y tsix in width, at theeemdsafi r | ng f

which, he describes, is a small two-storied building, gable end presenting to the slip (Prim

1862: 169). Like the Henry Shee townhouse, there is a side passage from the High Street

running along the southern side of the house, which also accesses the Inner House

complex.

This type of plan seems to be derived from what Pantin categorises in medieval
townhouses as the par atrlaenlg epdl, a-poarb tuat héatliwiohh @au & @ ..
economical of street frontage and was particularly suitable in the main streets of a town,

as it allowed commercial use of the frontage. The hall/dwelling house often occupied the

back range, as with the Inner House complex of the Archer townhouse, with the private

rooms over the service rooms; in which case the rooms over the shops in front and any

i ndependently accessible cellars could be | et
Oxford (Pantin 1963: 203; 217).

Field research has also indicated that the five-bay townhouse at No. 30 High Street

(Figures 23) may also be a similar plan to the Archer House. Although it was not possible
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to get internal access to the building, it has what appears to be a similar central slip
arrangement which probably originally led, like the Archer townhouse, to the inner part of

a complex, with shops either side of the slip fronting onto the street. As a three storey,
five-bay townhouse, it also has a three-storey rear return adjoining the house at its
northern end. There are also a number of rear extensions built along the northern
boundary of the plot and fronting onto Col
most eastern extension, constructed of brick, is of some antiquity. It abuts the rear return
and partially obscures what appears to be an altered square headed window set into the
gable of the return. While access to the rear was not possible, it is partially visible over
what seems | ike the remains of an original
along the adjacent plot to the south. The initial impression is of a long burgage plot behind
both properties, which appear quite well preserved and largely free of modern
development.

er (

bur

No. 21 High Street (formerly St . -bdahreg-Simey Gl eb e

over basement townhouse, which is distinguishable in the streetscape because it is the

only townhouse currently set back off the street front, with a forecourt.

The recent archaeological investigation to the rear of the No. 21 revealed the original
northern burgage wall of the property, which indicated that between 1550 and 1650 the
burgage plot was doubled in width, incorporating two narrower plots, to accommodate the
building of the early modern townhouse. No. 21 and the Archer townhouse which is
adjacent to the south, contrast to the Henry Shee and other townhouses on the east side
of High Street in that both occupied burgage plots which originally extended to the City
Wall; a feature which they share with Rothe House and many other houses along the
west side of High Street (O6Drisceoil 2008

It was also established that any masonry remains to the rear of the house relate to the
Georgian/Victorian period rather than 1550-1650, and so, there is no current evidence for
any ancillary structure relating to this townhouse ( O6 Dr i s c e-82; 142-126). O ds:
does not mean that ancillary buildings did not exist to the rear. It is quite likely that they
did and perhaps with more extensive excavations they may be uncovered. It is apparent,
however, from the Civil Survey that some houses, such as that of Edward Rothe, which
was 60 ft. long and 15 ft. wide (8 rooms), on High Street, followed a simple plan of a stone
slated house and perhaps just one yard, with just one or two accompanying ancillary
buildings built of organic materials, and perhaps gardens to the rear (Simington 1942;

504). Even with many of the larger townhouses, many the ancillary buildings were built of
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organic materials which have not survived. This may have been the case with No. 21 High
Street and based on the lack of evidence for masonry remains at the rear of the
townhouses on Patrick Street/Pudding Lane, they may have followed a similar model
(Halliday 2002).

A separate building, No. 20, which has been identified as a probable early modern
townhouse masked behind a modern facade (see Appendix), is built in front of the
southern end of the facade of No. 21, thereby blocking the full extent of the four-bay
townhouse from the street. It has been suggested that No. 21, as it currently presents,
was, in fact, an inner house for a townhouse fronting parallel to the street ( O6 Dr
2008: 127).

As mentioned above, the Civil Survey gives several examples of houses with courtyards
or a plot of ground lying between the house and the street; one of which was the property
of Patrick Plunket on High Street, 6o0n vy
stone house slated (six rooms), with O6a
clay fit for Cewwa$, Owher batkhsei de one pe
of ground lying between the house and the street, measuring three perches (Simington
1942: 508). This may also have been the case with No. 21? However, without
archaeological investigation of the forecourt to establish if there are any sub-surface
masonry remains of a édmain housed front.i
both houses, it is difficult to get a perspective and understanding of the original plan and
architectural form of No. 21 High Street, prior to the modifications in the Georgian period,
and to establish the nature of No. 20, and the inter-relationship, if any, between the two
buildings.

Field research has identified three houses on the east side, currently Nos. 65-67, (Figure
24) just north of the Elias Shee townhouse, which may also support a forecourt premise
for No. 21, as they show evidence that they were possibly set back off the street, with
either a forecourt or a plot of ground lying between the house and the street. They
presently fit in with the line of the modern streetscape, as three four-storey, two-bay
Edwardian type facades which extend some
the rear. Information from the owner indicated that approximately two-thirds of the depth
of the buildings from the front is constructed of brick, while the rear third, approximately, is
of limestone over cellar. At the rear, it seems that the northern-most house (N0.65) is a
four-storey, two-bay, over cellar stone house, with a narrow passage-like space, between

the houses (N0.66-67) to the south, suggestive of a former very narrow slip along the
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south side, running bet ween Hi gh Street and
Correspondingly, the houses on the southern side, which are plastered in modern render,
may have been one house or a pair of four-storey, two-bay houses. The appearance of
the houses from the rear, combined with the additional information regarding the brick
fabric suggests that these houses were a type of smaller townhouse with forecourts or
ground to the street-front which were built-over in brick to bring them into line with the
street. Interestingly, the Elias Shee townhouse is immediately south of No. 67, which, if
these houses had a forecourt to the front, the northern side of the Elias Shee townhouse
would have abutted the forecourt of No.67. Although the Civil Survey indicates that there
were some instances of the use of brick in Kilkenny in the early modern period, it was
rare; which is consistent with the pattern in the rest of Ireland in this period (Reeves-Smith
2007: 2999)). Therefore, the use of brick to the front suggests that it was not until at least
the Georgian or a later period that any construction may have been undertaken. Again,
detailed architectural survey of the houses would be required to confirm this plan.

Some observations

It should be noted that although the larger townhouse, with more than twelve rooms, are a
very significant element within the archaeological record of the city, smaller townhouses,
with between five and twelve rooms represented the greater percentage of stone
townhouses in the city (Neely 1989: 70-71). These have tended to be overshadowed
within the archaeological record by the larger townhouses. They are, however, worthy of
equal study as they are quite distinct from the larger townhouses, and it would appear that
there are several extant examples within the research area equally concealed in the fabric
of a nineteenth or twentieth century building. Consequently, their existence has not been
generally recognised and acknowledged up to now, and the question of their origins, and
original architectural form and plan is one which has not been addressed and so, remains

elusive beyond the evidence detailed above for Nos. 65-67 High Street.

There are several examples, both within the historical and archaeological records of two-
and three-storey, two-bay, single gabled-fronted type of townhouse, sometimes
surmounted by a stone chimney, which can be firmly dated to the early modern period.
The Shee Almshouse (UAS-107) (built 1582) on Rose Inn Street, (Figure 25) and No. 53
High Street, (Figure 26) are the best extant examples of such a building type, while the
former Bull Inn (UAS-10 7)) (built 1602) , St . C a msioreye 6 s Pl
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example of the type. Yet, many questions remain regarding the origins of the many two
and three-bay townhouses, such as No. 65-67; 70-71 (UAS-56) and No. 76 (UAS-57)
High Street; No. 30 (UAS-97) Patrick Street; and possibly the three-bay, three-storey
townhouses at No. 30 (UAS-95) and No. 25 Friary Street (Figure 19), or 37 Parliament
Street (Figure 27) (see Appendix). Other smaller type possible early modern townhouses
include 28 St . Ki er anld?), ailt26 Roset Inn (Stckét $Figure 28). Are they
representative of a simpler, plain (tower or box) form of limestone townhouse which
possibly, in some examples, even pre-date the early modern period? The uncovering
during alterations in 1973 of an ogee-headed window at No. 76 (UAS-57) High Street may
support this premise (Farrelly, O~O0rRirgitolPriny,
when Nicholas Langton was granted the lease of the land on which he eventually built his
townhouse at No.79-81 High Street, it had originally been church land, which combined
with the evidence of the ogee-headed window at No. No.76 suggests a late medieval
origin for some of the houses along this part of High Street, or at least, that medieval
fabric is contained within early modern townhouses (Prim 1864: 73-74). An ogee-headed
single-light window was also among the architectural fragments listed in the boundary wall
to the rear of No. 30 (UAS-97) Patrick Street, (3-storey 2-bay), although it is also possible
that these may be ex-situ fragments from elsewhere? However, medieval stone merchant
townhouses dating from the later fifteenth or sixteenth century were revealed at Barrack
Lane/Whitehall, Galway. The buildings were two- and three-storey houses, some of which
retained some of their original architectural features, including their first-floor entrances.
They were interpreted as having the living space at first-floor level and above and the

ground floor used for the storage of merchandise (Fitzpatrick & Walsh 2004: 342).

Alternatively, are these types of townhouses contemporary with the Shee Almshouse
type, or do they mark a different phase in the architectural development of the smaller and

medium size townhouses over time?

Questions can also be posed in relation to some of the larger townhouses. The drawing of
the Henry Shee house, (Figure 12), also shows the large upstanding early modern
townhouse that is now No. 12 High Street, on the west side, in the foreground, with a high
gabled roof that is typical of the period but without any parapet and gables to the front.
Looking further along the streetscape, in so far as it is possible to determine, it seems that
while it is possible to identify some houses with high barge-gabled roofs, there does not
appear to be any house with a parapet and gables to the front like the Shee townhouse.
Certainly, the evidence from the Pictorial Map of Galway and the archaeological record

from Galway show that many of the larger townhouses had a range of roof types,
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including dormer windows to the front, as mentioned previously, such as 26, 28

Abbeygate Street Upper, while others had plain roof profiles (Fitzp at ri ck, OO6Bri en &
2004: 85; 138-143). This type of more restrained architectural form is also evidenced in

t he previous exampl e of another ur ban buil di
Almshouse, Youghal, but which still has many of the typical architectural features of early
seventeenth-century date, such as stone mullioned windows and pointed arch doorways

(www.buildingsofireland.ie).

This suggests that the level of external structural alterations to many of the townhouses in
Kilkenny may not be as extensive as conceived to-date. However, while it is beyond the
scope of this work, further research and investigation is necessary before being in a

position to draw definitive conclusions.

There can little doubt that the architectural form and types of townhouse plans used in
Kilkenny between 1550 and 1650 show a level of diversity which reflected the changing
concepts, tastes and ambitions of the period. That change was not sudden; echoes of the
medieval inheritance still existed within the relative ethnic and cultural stability of early
modern Kilkenny. However, the wealthy and aspiring merchants of the city sought to
exploit every opportunity and in doing so, to express their increasing prestige in the

character of their townhouses.
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Chapter 5

Changing concepts and new architecture: an interpretation

In an era of increasing education, new ideas on art, architecture, landscape, morality, and
civility emanated from the European Renaissance. Such ideas spread across Europe
through the social and intellectual networks of the aristocracy; the increased availability of
books; and the works of classic scholars. In Ireland, it heralded in a new architecture
which was accompanied by an increased formality both in the spatial arrangements of
houses and in household relations between family and servants, resulting in a new social
ordering, with an increasing emphasis on sophistication, civility, privacy, comfort and
hospitality. These changes in social values meant that houses were either replaced to
meet the change or adapted by adding on extensions or wings, resulting in a gradual shift
of the centre of household life from the medieval Hall to other apartments with specific
functions (Reeves-Symth 2007: 289-294).

Certain patterns can be found in the architecture and layout of Ki | k e townhobises
which suggest that many of the merchant classes embraced this new architecture and
changing concepts in social ordering and class identity, in the style and layout of their new
townhouses, while at the same time adapting their townhouse plans to fit the constraints

of a medieval urban environment.

The architecture of many of the larger townhouses was decidedly Renaissance in
influence, with the merchant élite emulating, on a smaller scale, the rural houses built by
the nobility. In particular, the architectural influence of Ormond Castle, Carrick-on-Suir,
Co. Tipperary is most evident in the architectural styles of Rothe House (Figure 3) and the
former Henry Shee townhouse (Figure 12). These, like Ormonde Castle, show little
exterior ornamentation other than the decorative elements in the fenestration, including
the oriel window at first floor level of Rothe House, and the armorial plaques which adorn
most of the facades (Ronnes 2007: 261). Height reflected status and so, the dramatic roof
lines, with high gables and massive chimney stacks projecting the house skywards,
conveyed power and domination architecturally across the city (Reeves-Symth 2007: 312-

313). No doubt there may be many more townhouses in the city which also imitated
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Carrick-on-Suir, but are concealed behind Georgian and later fabric. Other houses like

No. 12 High Street, (Figure 20), and No.5-6 Patrick Street, (Figure 14), based on the
proportions of the building and the surviving early modern architectural features, followed

classical principles of architectural design but show variation in design elements to the

Rot he, Langton and Henry Shee townhouses. Anot
| eading from a forecourt, into Robert Sheeds
architectural element which had many parallels in England, but would not be generally
associated with early modern houses in Ireland, particularly as the use of brick was

relatively limited in Ireland before the early 1600s. Brick, in fact, was a taxable commodity

in the murage charters of a number of Irish towns in the late medieval period and was

usually confined to small scale use, such as chimney-stacks or oven and flue linings.

(Gotch 1901: 73-93; Reeves-Symth 2007: 293-299).

Symmetrical classicism became the order of the day, with the élite also becoming
increasingly aware of the relationship between house plans and interiors. The merchant
élite wanted to impress and used their new townhouses to great effect to display their
individual social positions, knowledge, sophistication, taste, and civility The lack of
exterior ornamentation belied the interior decor judging by the rich stuccoed ceiling and
timber-panelling in the great chamber of Rothe House, and the items of luxury itemised in
the wills of some of merchant élite, including that of Sir Richard Shee in 1587, John Rothe
in 1620, and another member of Kilkennyédés olig
reveal a great deal about the lives of the rich merchant families, showing them to be very
much part of the Renaissance influenced world of Elizabethan and Jacobean society and
certainly reflecting the age of increasing consumption and capitalism (Neely 1989: 73-75;
Reeves-Symth 2007: 293). The preservation of many of the original architectural features
and plans of some of the larger well known townhouses, like the Archer House, the
Langton House, and Rothe House, offer the opportunity to extract some of the meanings
which their patrons might have wished to convey and which their observers, of different
social backgrounds, might have seen in these houses. The amount of historical evidence
in tandem with the archaeological evidence from Rothe House, however, is particularly
unique, as it provides the clearest insight into the spatial arrangement and social ordering

within these larger townhouses.

At Rothe House, built between 1594 and 1610, the new social demands and concepts of
the period and the needs of John Rothe Fitz piers and his family were combined in the
parallel type plan of the complex. This horizontal plan of houses incorporated a social

hierarchical arrangement across the three houses of the complex, with the service rooms,
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including the shop, spread between the ground floors of all the buildings, and the
servant 6s ac c o mmeouddldoi, under toerrooftohthe first Bouse. The great
chamber or hal |, |l ocated on the first fol

chambers were beside this main chamber. The master bedroom was on the north side of

oor

o

1

the second house and the southerntwo-t hi rds of this house compris

apartments with its own service area, including a kitchen. The main kitchen was on the
ground floor of the third house, and the children6s r ooms
there were 23 parlours between the three houses. In addition to ancillary buildings, there
was a formal garden with dovecots and a summer house (Bradley 2002: 35). Accordingly,
Rothe House best illustrates how in these newer houses, by the early seventeenth
century, the great chamber had replaced the medieval hall, with private dining-rooms,
withdrawing-rooms and parlours becoming more common. The great chamber was used
for formal occasions by family and guests, for dining, music, dancing, playing cards and
board games, staging plays; and for family prayers and the lying-in-state of deceased

family members before funerals. Notably, among the items mentioned in both John

wer e

Rot heds and Walter Lawlessd wills areThanusi c al

parlours were more informal smaller rooms and more intimate than the great chamber
(Lyttleton 2007: 244; Hole 1947: 5-6).

This hierarchical ordering of space reveals a great deal about both the lives of the Rothe
family and how the conflicting needs of security, hospitality and privacy were balanced
and maintained. It reflects the pattern not only throughout the other large townhouses but
also, what was happening in the rural context. Within the city, as has been demonstrated
elsewhere, the ground plans of these townhouses varied within the medieval footprint of
the burgage plots but with shared common elements such as slips and courtyards. As
evidenced with the Henry Shee townhouse, for example, where a medieval slip was
incorporated into the complex from the High Street, or with No. 21 High Street, where two
burgage plots were amalgamated, - many of the patrons utilised and adapted the
medieval burgage plots, slips and laneways to build their extensive townhouse
complexes, as they facilitated the horizontal ordering of space into areas reserved for
family, servants, guests and commerce at a time when novel and complex social
concepts were evolving ( O6 Donovan 2005: 1 7The exainple dof Rathe
House, demonstrates this evolution in that the three houses were not constructed
simultaneously, but over a period of sixteen years. Therefore, while it facilitated the
growing physical needs of the family (of twelve children), it also enabled John Rothe and

his family to selectively embrace and express the changing early modern concepts of
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spatial ordering and class identity, and their conceptual progression within society within

that period.

This was akin to the trend in the rural context from the latter years of the sixteenth into the

seventeenth century among the early modern élite, regardless of ethnic background,

native and plantar ali ke, who sought to disple
their chattels and surroundings. Many of the old tower houses, such as Bunratty Castle,

along with newly constructed tower houses and the new type of large-scale domestic

architecture -theso-cal |l ed oO0fortified housebo6, such as Por
by the Earl of Clanrickard in 1618), adopted a hierarchical arrangement of rooms, whether

vertically, as in tower houses, or horizontally arranged, as with the new large-scale

houses across the country, including Kilcolgan More, Co. Offaly, Kanturk Castle, Co. Cork
(Reeves-Symth 2007: 293-295; Lyttleton 2007: 231-254).

Location and Ritual

In the instance of the tower-houses and new era large houses of the Gaelic élite, Lyttleton

argues that these castles, houses, and the formal gardens attached to many of the rural

residences offer more complex insights into the ordering of early modern society and
6actedartinagp stagki meftromtgsdéf which and through
such as gentility and polite disposition were
partly the result of performances at both mundane and ceremonial levels (Lyttleton 2007:

244).

Similarly, Kil kenny&ds t owrsthtio stae lildings, dutfilnga t han
practical, commercial function, were important and expensive statements of social
identity. In this respect, their location within the city held a symbolic significance, both

relatively and strategically.

It is tantalising to think of John Rothe, possibly standing at the oriel window of the great
chamber off his private rooms from where he could view the Hightown to the south and
north, towards Irishtown; the Market Square, and the townhouse of Sir Richard Shee, the
richest man in Kilkenny apart fr o-timetades, laif ar | of
just south on the east side. As evidenced from field research and the UAS, several other

large townhouses were located along the west side also, just north of Rothe House, while
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his view to the east would have included some of the largest townhouses in the Hightown,

just north of the County Gaol, now concealed behind Georgian facades.

Apart from being on the main commercial thoroughfare of Hightown, the High Street was

al so the processional route between the Castl e

positioning of these townhouses relative to one another, to the castle, the parish church of
St. Maryd s a n dholgelh sokel volumes in early modern Kilkenny of the prestige,
wealth, and civility of their patrons. The positioning of slips and courtyards within
townhouse complexes and the inter-relationship of townhouses with slips also meant that
these powerful merchants could monitor, and if necessary, control, both access to and
from their properties, as well as activities within their courtyards. As noted elsewhere, the
private rooms were generally at the street end of the house, above the shops, from where
the merchant could monitor those who came and went from his property.

Like many other medieval towns throughout Ireland, the Market Square of Kilkenny was
both the commercial heart of Hightown and one of the principle gathering places of the
city (and continued to be so in subsequent times judging by the gathering as
demonstrated in the lllustrated London News 1850 print of the Court House and Sir
Richard Shee's mansion: page 65); while the Tholsel fronts the square (the earlier
medieval Tholsel was located on the west side, closer to the Parade and was moved to its
present site ¢. 1579) and served the merchants as a guild hall and meeting place, and
also functioned as a custom house and court house (Bradley, 2000: 99). Equally, as the
locus of civic and spiritual ritual, the building of lavish Renaissance tombs by Sir Richard,
(died 1608), Elias Shee, and John Rothe Fitzpiers (died 1620), of Rothe House, in St.
Maryods Church sometime before 1620, andithest
significance they also attached to their parish church despite the difficulties experienced
during the Reformation (Cockerham 2007: 210 i 218; Bradley, 2000: 97-98). That a
symbiotic commercial-spiritual relationship between the Market Square and the Tholsel,

and St . Maryodos existed is evidenced by thei

presence of the Market Cross (Figure 8), acting as a symbol of spiritual guidance over
commercial ventures. This symbolic link is paralleled in many other medieval towns, such
as Fethard in Co. TiPpP2perary (O6Keeffe 1999

As such, many of the largest townhouses were centred on the Market Square and the
Thol sel, and St . shleralpf@hese Gmthereasthsidg algd ftohting onto

St . Kierands Street to the rear and so, wi t h

0stage settingd ar o ichdsociallidentities wene énadtetl at vaniays
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levels. Among the familiar names of the oligarchy on the east side of the Market Square
were the townhouses of Nicholas Langton (Figures 8-11), Elias Shee (Figure 7), and
Edward Rothe, while among those on the west side, were the townhouses of Sir Robert
Roth, and Robert Shee (the largest townhouse within the Civil Survey). Although the Civil
Survey records several more townhouses within the Market Square, and elsewhere in
Hightown, with unfamiliar names associated with them, what makes many of the extant
townhouses distinguishable are the armorial plaques which are still in-situ on several
facades. The large amount of ex-si t u ar mor i al pl aques cu
churchyard is testament to the many more which existed and doubtless, many have also
been lost from buildings over time. It could well be, of course, that the associated
townhouses are still standing behind later facades and the armorial plagues were
removed in the process. These armorial plaques simultaneously demonstrated their
patronsd honourable |ineage, and their e
educated alike; while to the latter, as Renaissance features, they combined with the
refined, classical architectural style of the house to present their patrons as of the most
civil kind (Ronnes 2007: 263-273).

Equally, to the south of the High Street towards the Castle -t he Thol sel

Church stand in a symbolic relationship of identity with some of the largest townhouses in
the city, namely the Henry Shee townhouse, on the east side, with the large townhouse
that is now No0.10-11, and No. 12; the Archer townhouse, and No. 21, stand fronting the
entrance to St. Maryds and t he Thb bfstleese
townhouses relative to one another and to these landmarks is noteworthy. Considered
from the experience of a visitor passing from the Castle and Parade into High Street
towards the Tholsel, the vista along the length of High Street was/is not revealed
immediately but in at least four stages. The first stage, as the visitor approaches from the
Parade along the narrow street, the eye is drawn from one focal point of interest to
another. Thus, the first experience wasl/is of the massive Henry Shee townhouse (Figures
29), on the east side, from which the eye is then drawn diagonally north-west towards the
Archer townhouse, which projects into the street beyond the street-line of the houses in
between. The second stage begins at the Henry Shee townhouse, (Figure 30), as it only
then that Nos. 10-11, and No. 12, flanking either side of Friary (Walkin) Street, and
importantly, the Tholsel, are revealed to the visitor. Indeed, it could be suggested that
there is a spatial mirroring between the Archer House and the Tholsel, as both buildings
project beyond the street-line, and in between which there is a suggested north-
east/south-west spatial axis. The third stage, is at the Archer House, where again, only at

this point is the ent evaaedimmediately®ppositedn the/edss
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side. The final, fourth, stage of experience for the visitor passing from the Castle is at the

Tholsel, which opens onto the Market Square. Interestingly, if, as suggested elsewhere,

No. 21 was built with a forecourt fronting the street, it is only as the visitor enters this

stage that it becomes visible. With the absence of the other large townhouses with

forecourts, including those of Robert Shee and Sir Robert Rothe, which were located on

the Owest siad&kemned®@l atcled KMt he actual sites r ema
to reconstruct the full extent of the experience for the visitor at this stage (Simington 1942:

501, 511).

Neverthel ess, this suggests a O6ctownbomsexnliial 6 app
noteworthy that some individuals in the early seventeenth century were becoming aware
of the aesthetic principles behind landscape setting, with emphasis on the significance of
the location and setting of a building in the landscape and vista. Certainly, there are many
parallels within the rural context of symmetrical garden arrangements adjacent to the
residences of wealthy landed élite throughout Ireland, including Ballybrack, Co. Offaly,
and in particular, at Lismore Castle, Co. Waterford in 1626 (Lyttleton 2007: 248). The
formal gardens of Rothe House, and possibly the Archer House, for example, show that
the merchant élite extended their awareness and understanding of the principles of
classicism beyond the actual architecture of their townhouses and incorporated a holistic
perspective. Is it possible then that the patrons of these townhouses used the existing
ceremoni al route through Hightown to construc:
using the medieval framework of the street to build some of the most prestigious and
largest of the townhouses at the most strategic locations on the route? In doing so, did
they create a controlled O6vista of townhouses?©d
Oviewing pointsd ato aadmierld talse cGwiaz i ng condi't

discourse?

In view of this, it is not insignificant eitherthat Henr y Sheeds t owdrdcilyuse was
opposite one of the most strategic points of entry into the city in the early modern period -

the entry from the south, south-east , t hrough Wal kinds Gate and \
that the street became a formal avenue to the house. Similarly, the archaeological
evidence indicated t hat originally t he cemet e
extended beyond the current boundary wall of the graveyard and so, based on al6™

century date applied to the surviving cobbling in the lane, it is not contemporary with the

sites earliest use as a cemetery. Therefore, while it does not equate with the reverence

with which St. Maryds and the cemetery was hel

as to whether the boundary wall of the graveyard was moved to accommodate the
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buil ding of Henry Sheeb6s complex (builnd
other townhouses along the lane and if so, why? Whatever the reason may have been,
the movement of the boundary of the cemetery was a highly significant occurrence and

would have required considerable civic power.

The historical evidence, however, regar di ng t he buil ding

townhouse, at 79-81 High Street, well illustrates that these ruling families could wield such
power in their own interest. As mentioned previously, the site, just north of the Tholsel,
was part of t h er lodaFableey property, adjothibg the house in which
Nicholas Langton then lived, and consequently, was one of the most prestigious locations
in the city. Under the terms of a fee farm lease, he was granted the land in 1602 and
obliged by the corporation to erect a public shambles and corn market on the site.
According to Prim, by 1609, for unknown reasons, the terms of the lease had been
changed and he was released from the obligation imposed on him, and the prime location
fronting the Market Square thus became the site for his huge townhouse complex. It is
noteworthy that in the intervening period when the terms were changed, Nicholas Langton
was Sovereign (1606), and said to be responsible for negotiating the Royal Charter of
Kilkenny with King James in 1609 and therefore, it could be suggested that it was a time
in which he wielded the most considerable power to also affect change on his own behalf
(Prim 1864: 73-74). It seems all the more remarkable considering that the corporation at
the time were incorporating strict penalties within leases and planning permissions if

individuals did not adhere to strict requirements and time frames (Bradley 2009: 20-23).

Townhouses and the aspiring middle-classes

It could be argued that the evidence suggests that while changing social concepts and
values were perhaps more pertinent to the merchant élite, the Civil Survey suggests they
were occurring also within the circles of the lesser gentry and aspiring middle class
merchants, many of whom may have owned the moderate-sized townhouses - the largest

single group of stone townhouses (Neely 1989: 68-71).

At the stone and slated townhouse of Will Lawlesse, on High Street., for example, there
was 0 a-buitdingp of ge same height to the main house ... with an outhouse stone
walled and slated fit for a kitchen and lodging rooms.....a house of Office boarded built
with Timber | athes and plaisterd. I n t hi

moved out of the main house to a separate building, with additional accommodation
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provided for guests or other family members;

1942: 507). As many of these townhouse complexes doubled as places of business, the
positioning of a 6house of Of f i avaydrom theamain
house suggests that even within the more moderate complexes clear markers were being
set within the changing concepts of privacy and spatial ordering. Plans were adopted to
facilitate the horizontal ordering of space within the confines of medieval burgage plots
into areas reserved for family, guests, servants, and the general public.

As the largest single group of stone townhouses, what is not clear, due to the lack of
archaeological evidence, is whether the patrons of these houses embraced similar
Renaissance influenced architectural styles and features to many of the larger
townhouses, but it is likely that some did emulate their contemporaries. However,
elements of continuity can also be identified within the Civil Survey intertwined with
elements of change, as sixteen per cent of the overall housing stock of approximately

three hundred had stone walls and thatched roofs. Going back to Robert Shee, as

exampl

mentioned in chapter 4, even hi' s huge townhouse also had a

suggesting a medieval link continuing into the early modern period (after Bradley 2002:
42; Simington 501). Many houses also consisted of a combination of materials, with stone
walled slated townhouses also having substantial additional buildings within their
complexes constructed of organic material. Doubtless, traditional organic materials were
the less expensive option. However, in a time of continued prosperity right up the turmoil
of the civil war of 1641, it is difficult to comprehend the motives or intentions of individual
patrons by this mixing of materials, particularly those who built stone houses with
thatched roofs. It is even less comprehensible when in the early 1600s, the corporation
records state that anyone not complying with building requirements whereby houses were
to be built of élime, stone and oaken ti

and sl atesd6 were severely penalized, an

mber a

d t hat

di scussed and agreed wupon, twoperate vithirhacerdie vel op e

climate of architect ur al2l) dEestdinty,ndquestionB meandin
regarding this dichotomy of stances in some instances and a possible reluctance on the
part of some individuals to loosen the ties completely with the medieval past. This
continuance of medieval traditions is not unusual, however, as it is paralleled in the rural
contexts within seventeenth houses like the fortified house of Ballymooney Castle, Co.
of faly, built c. 1622 atbmedievaldeat®@ds @ra interspérded veith

classical design and in Galway, where timber continued to be used as a primary building

ey 20

(

wher e

material in some cases (Lyttleton 2007: 245-2 4 6 ; Fitzpatrick, O6Brien

339).
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Chapter 6

Conclusion

While the merchant élite of Kilkenny sought to exploit every opportunity to impress and
display their individual social positions, knowledge, sophistication, taste, and civility in the
character of their townhouses, the transition from medieval town to Renaissance city was
not sudden. It seems certain that echoes of the medieval inheritance still existed within
early modern Kilkenny right up to the mid-seventeenth century, since, although the
architecture of many of the early modern townhouses of the city show clear Renaissance
influences, the plans of many of the larger townhouses, in particular, with their mixture of
commercial and domestic accommodation and layout around, or in association with, a
courtyard, have a medieval footprint. As is paralleled both within the rural context
throughout many parts of the country and in the urban context of Galway, elements of
continuity can also be identified in seventeenth century Kilkenny intertwined with elements
of change, as sixteen per cent of the overall housing stock of approximately three
hundred had stone walls with thatched roofs, and with, for example, the joining on of an
early modern towndhoobkept s @ameaed qafter Biadley 2002:
42; Simington 501). Many house complexes also consisted of a combination of materials,
with stone walled slated townhouses also having substantial additional buildings within
their complexes constructed in total or in part of organic material. Thatched houses with
either part stone and/or part wattle and clay walls also continued to exist in parts of the
city, such as on Friary Street (Simington 1942: 501-553).

A range of townhouse plans existed in the city, based on townhouses being placed
parallel to the street, at right angles to it, or sometimes a combination of both and were
adapted to the constraints of the urban environment where long burgage plots ran at right
angles to the streets. In doing so, they show parallels both with merchant house plan
types in many English medieval towns, and within a national context, to some of the early
modern merchantds townhouses in Gal way,

courtyard was also a feature of many of

there are also some examples of houses with courtyards or a plot of ground lying between
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the house and the street (Simington 1942: 501; 511)). The layout of those built along the
street gave maximum commercial use of both the frontage along the main thoroughfare of
the town, as well as optimising any commercial opportunity that existed to the rear.
These plans also ensured dual access to and from many of the complexes for the
merchant élite, while enabling them simultaneously to control access, as well as
implementing and maintaining control and order by the inter-relationship of slips and
courtyards within townhouse complexes; with many of the larger townhouses positioned
adjacent to the lanes which intersected the town from different strategic directions, such

as St. Maryobds Lane, 6 Btreet and tayond) on tthe eaSt,tand th€i er an 6

various laneways running east-west along the west of the High Street and Parliament
Street towards the city wall and beyond to the south and south-west.

Although the architecture of many of the larger townhouses was distinctly Renaissance in
influence, there seems to be a level of diversity in architectural form. Townhouses like

Rothe House and the Langton House clearly, were of a colonnaded type of townhouse,

but the Henry Shee townhouse, for examgpl e,

Patrick Street, while they followed classical principles, suggest that not all the townhouses
were of a similar style. There are also several examples of smaller buildings which
embraced similar Renaissance influenced architectural styles and features, as with the
Shee Almshouse, the Bull Inn etc, but these cannot be classified as townhouses. Many
guestions remain regarding the origins of the many two and three-bay moderate size
townhouses (which represented the greater percentage of stone townhouses in the city).
The impression is that the medium and smaller townhouses (box or tower type) also
varied in architectural style, with many embracing a classically restrained architectural
form, with simple roof profiles and few architectural features other than possibly moulded

doorways and fenestration.

It has been estimated that in all, fragments of about twenty of early modern townhouses
still survive in the city (Bradley 2009: 19). Field research, however, suggests that this
may be a very conservative number as twelve townhouses have been identified which are
of certain early modern origin, and twenty which have been classified as possibly of early
modern origin and warranting further investigation. These are in addition to those already
recorded within the UAS. Field research was not conducted in certain streets, such as
Ros e l nn Street and Johnos Street , nor ,

possibility that many more exists within these areas. It must be emphasised also that
both desk-based and field research suggests that many more exist within the field

research area, masked behind later facades, but the problem of access to certain
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buildings limited the possibility of identification based on archaeological evidence. This is

a problem which will need to be addressed prior to any further research being conducted.

All of the identified townhouses survive behind modern facades, with many currently in
commercial, mercantile, and/or residential use. Although the extent of their survival in
some instances is uncertain without further investigation, the architectural form and types
of townhouse plans used in Kilkenny, between 1550 and 1650, show a level of diversity
which suggests that the extent to which external structural alterations to many of the
townhouses in Kilkenny from their original form may be much less than previously
imagined. For example, the minimal level of change over a century and a half in the
vicinity of the Henry Shee townhouse on High Street clearly demonstrates the relative
level of preservation of many of the houses, which may be equally reflective of many of
the townhouses throughout the city.

Studies done of medieval towns, like Fethard, Co. Tipperary, showed that such
townscapes communicated diversity in contemporary urban social order by providing

perpetual canvases for both the display of wealth and the expression of political influence

and that such information is still available provided the evidence of the townscapes can

be read (O6Keef fe 1995: 9) . |t i s suggested
Kilkennybs townscape enabl e s Thmievidence froomfield r pr et a
research, in particular, of the Hightown suggests that many the patrons of these
townhouses embraced the new classical architecture and changing concepts in social

ordering and class identity, and seized opportunities to negotiate their locations and

positioning within the city. A sense of spatial hierarchy is suggested from the location and

positioning of many of the townhouses in relation to each other, and to the principle areas

and buildings of public focus within the city. Returning to John Rothe, - and perhaps, in

doing so, aptly giving the last say to him. Surely, it is not purely co-incidental that just as

John Rothe located his townhouse just opposite that of Sir Richard Shee, on High Street,

so also he must have recognised the equally symbolic significance of their shared resting

place in death? It seems social calculation in the early modern period knew few
boundaries T whether in the location and positioning of a final resting place in death or in

the I ocation and posi tsitoomousegg of many of Kil kent
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Court House and Sir Richard Shee's townhouse, (left of Court House)
lllustrated London News 1850
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Figure 1: Map of the walled town of Kilkenny (Bradley 1975)
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Figure 2: Petty's Down Survey depiction of Kilkenny, ¢.1655
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Figure 3: Rothe House

Figure 4: 10-11 High Street
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19 High Street (Archer Townhouse)

Figure 5: 17

Figure 7: No. 68-69 High Street (Elias

Shee Townhouse)

Figure 6: 70-71 High Street
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Figure 9: 79 High Street Figure 10: 80-81 High Street
(Nicholas Langton townhouse (Nicholas Langton Townhouse
incorporating the Butter Slip) incorporating the Butter Slip)

Figure 9: The Butter Slip through the Nicholas Langton
townhouse, with a 'cross bridge' over the slip between
both houses.
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Figure 10: The Henry Shee townhouse, High Street, Right, with No.12 High
Street (Paul's) on the left (after JRSAI 1849-5)

Figure 11: The Henry Shee townhouse presently
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Figure 12: No. 5-6 Patrick Street

Figure 13: No. 2 Patrick Street

Figure 14: No. 32 Patrick Street
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Figure 15: 41 St. Kieran's Street

Figure 16: 31 St. Kieran's Street (Bollard's Pub)
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