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11General Background

In 2008 the Kilkenny Archaeological Project (KKAP) was establishedhas-dasciplinary
collaborative efforivhich aimedo transform tke data produced by archaeological investigations

that occurredn the citybetween 1968006into publically accessildaowledgef the urban past

The project received Irish National Strategic Archaeological Research programme (INSTAR)
funding for its first phase 8 Ar chaeol ogi c al I nvestigations i
Knowl ed g e-afdrthedaas provad o be a highly successtalgddhering and assessment
exerciséFigure 11). Thisdocumenpr esent s a summary overview of
firstyear of work
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Figurd.1: Summary diagram showing key components of the Kilkenny Archaeological Project, Phi;



1.2 Key achievements ir2008

1.2.1 The completion of the Kilkenny Urban Archaeology Database (KKUAD)
The Kilkenny Urban Archaeology Databda@€éUAD ) covers the present Kilkenny Borough

Council area and its immediate environsveasl modelled on similachemeghat ha been

completed for a number of historic towns in England (eg. Lincoln (Stocker 2008) and Ganterbury

as part of the English Heritage review of urban archaeological strategi§$ KKA98D records

informationon a Microsoft Access datseand Geographical Information System (GAB)View

9.2)about all known e ¢ o r d i inghe étefrom b8¢5safid edcordednodernarchaeological
investigations (210 émg since 1968-igure 1.2)The latter include&75individual site reportsy

77 archaeologists

Microsoft Access - [Kilkenny Urban Archaeology Database : Form]
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Site code W Site: narne: |44*48 StKieran's Strest

License number [03E1204, 0 Site quatter [Hightown ] x JesosTo
Excavalion buletin number  [2003:1023, 2 UAS number | v [155668

Investigater namels) [Richard Clutterbuck, Claire Cotter

Contact details |richard.:@crds.\e, clairecott@eircom.net

Consert given  [es

Investigation typel(s) Report status Defences I Castle
Testing V Firal - Fisligion M i
Monitoring ~ Final - Stieet(s) M Fulscht Fisdh
Excavation 4 Mo repat Housing W Forgefs]
Architectural Suvey [~ - Backlands T wells)

Marufacturing ™ Hospitalls)
Site Description [~} |Tiadesandemts T Reciamation
Test-evcavations and intermittent excavations as B r
el 55 montoring indicate the natul sediments Biidgels) Mo Site
were made up of bands of fine sand and coarse Antefact Find Spatis) [ Drainfs)
aravels whichi overlay deep pockets of fine pellow
boulder clay. These were exensively quaried for River Dredging ™ Gadents)
building material during the 18th century with, 3 2m- r
viide: quary trench runring almost the tul length of Millz) Burialls)
the site. & number of other large 18th-century pits Kilnis] r
veere recarded ot the north and east bauks. 4s 2 Industial
result of the quanying activity, and the subsequent Oven [ .
disturbance associated with the construction of the Pleasurs House!
19th-zentury houges, the medieval horizon at the site
was heavily tuncated. Medieval deposits survived
best it & strip adjoining the east baulk. An ‘island” of  —]
medieval stratigraphy was alzo preserved beneath a
17th/18th-century oven which was located midway
along the length of the site. -
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Figurd 2: Kilkenny Urban Archaeology Databaketscreen

1 http://www.canterbury.gov.uk/buildpage.php?id=3@2Zessed 2@ctober 2008)
2 http://lwww.engh.gov.uk/ArchRev/rev96_7/urban.httaccessed 2@ctober 2008)
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Figurd 3: GIS map of Kilkenny showing areas of archaeological investigation
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Figurd 4: GIS map of Kilkenny showing archagtloggcal
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Figurd 5: Example of GIS map of Kilkenny showing archaeological cuttings with KKAP entity numk



KKUAD took its information from a variety of sources: published and unpublished archaeological
reports, historic mapsnd newspapershe UrbanArchaeology Surveyecorded findspots, and
artefact catalogues in the National Museum of Ireland and Rothe House wsistwetured it is
capable of being constantly updated, and it is invaluable for providing rapid and concise
archaeologicaflata as vell as access to original site reports and publica@ié¥ts.of the
archaeological investigation areas and their cutingsbeen mapped ontlee Geographical
Information SysterpArcView 9.2) (Figurds3-15)2 The GlSallows the dataset to iméerrogéed

geographically in relation to a wide range of queries.

1.2.2 KKAP Report

A report detailing the resultstbé 2008 phasef the project will be available foy the INSTAR

completion dateThisreportp r ovi des an a c eethodotogycafhistoribgeaphg and j e c t
overview of the archaeological discoveries in the city betwe@00®68 well as an assessment of

Kil kennyds wunpublished excavations. |t al so
mapping for each investigatend a methodology bring the project to completioA summary

of the key results is provided be(®sction 1.3)

1.2.3 Collaborative partnerships

Partnerships have been formulated between KKAthariollowingFigure 1.6)

1. Kilkenny Local Authoritge(Kilkenny Borough Council and Kilkenny County Couviod)
are providingligital Ordnance Survey mappiagd aerial photograjph coverage for the
city. Should the project proceed into 2009 a dedicated office will be made available by
Kilkenny Local Authorities to the project.

2. The Department of HistorjNational University dfelandMaynoothare partners through
John Bradley, senior lecturer in archagolog

3. The National Monuments Service of thepartment of the Environment, Heritage and
Local Governmerttave provided access toitheeports archive and it is envisaged will be
endusers of the Kilkenny Urban Archaeology database.

4. The Kilkenny Archaeolagil Societjhave providedKKAP access to their archive and
library at Rothe House, Kilkenny

3 There is inufficient information available for the remaining 4%.



5. Seventgix individual archaeologists at¥l consultang firms have providedconsat to
include their investigation reports in the KKAP

6. A panel of 16 speciatigtas been formulated to provide analysis of archaeological finds and
palaeeenvironmental material.

Principal Investigators
Coilin O Drisceoil, Kilkenny|

Kilkenny Archaeology

Local Collaborative
Partnerships

Kilkenny Local Authorities

Kilkenny Archaeological
Society

National Collaborative
Partnerships

National Monuments Servic
Department of the

Environment, Heritage and
Local Government

Archaeology.

Professional Collaborative
Partnerships

76 excavation directors and
archaeological consultanc
firms.

Associate Investigators

John Bradley, NUI
Maynooth

Paul Stevens (Kilkenny
Flood Relief Scheme)

Richard Jennings (GIS)

Leah McCullough (Researq
Assistant, Administration)
Philip Kenny (Digital
illustration)
Specialist panel (16
EREWSNG)]

Academic Collaborative
Partnership

National University of Irelan
Maynooth

Figurd.@ Collaborative structure of the Kilkenny Archaeological Project

1.2.4 The production of the KKAP Bibliography
The KKAP bibliography hdseen producedndincludesl25individual entrieghich aresorted by

topic.



1.2.5KKAP website

A websitgwww.kkap.jehasbeen designed to be used as research portal for project participants as
well as providing newsdaaverviews of the project. Relevant project reports and other documents
have also been upload€de website will be available online in December 20G8saevisaged

that the complete KKUAD dataset willdi#ainablen the websita year 2 of therpject

1.26 Public Awareness of Project
Local newspapers haweblishedeportson KKAP and the principal investigator lcasried out
interviewswith local radio and hakad briefing sessions with the Kilkenny Heritage and

Conservation officers atite Kilkenny Archaeological Society.

Figure 1.7Archaeological excavations underway at Highhayes, MacDonagh railway station 200
investigations uncovered a previously wundocu
production centre and a bakerds yard.

4 Subject to the agreement of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.
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13 KKAP Phase 1 Report Key Results

1.3.1 Rate of archaeological investigation
Between 1968006 210 archaeological sites were investigated in the city in 275 individual recording
0 oper (&igured.B)s 6
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Figure 1.8ate of archaeological investigations in pélkannyroity

1.3.2 Comparison with other urban areas

In comparison to other townsuch as Galway, Cork, Waterford and Limehekrate of
archaeological intervention compares very favo(adplye 1.9)t is also however a reflection of

the forms of development that have taken place within the historic centre, which have been in the
main of smadécale character.
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Figure 1.Rate of archaeological investigations by year th Gatvpayison wi



1.3.3 Type of archaeological intervention
Just under half (49.8%) the 275 archaeological interventemmprised testindrigure 1.1069
excavations occurred, 21.4% of the total number of interventions.

Investigation type

24 3

m Excavation
m Testing
Monitoring

H Architectural

m Underwater

Figure 1.IDyp@f archaeologivaktigation undertaken

1.3.4 Geographical spread

The geographical spread of archaeological investigations was quite broad, witbfehetcayea
having experienced some fornneestigatioriFigure 1.11Not surprisingly the Hightown, the
heartof the medieval walled tovaxperienced the largest amount of sites investigated (120).

Number of sites per area of city

m Hightown
M [rishtown

® Suburb of St. John:

m Suburb of
Donaghmore

H Riverine

Figure 1.1Mumber of archaeological investigation sites per area of Kilkenny city
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Figure 1.1Pocati@of Grade3archaeological investigasion
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