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1.1 General Background 

In 2008 the Kilkenny Archaeological Project (KKAP) was established as a multi-disciplinary 

collaborative effort which aimed to transform the data produced by archaeological investigations 

that occurred in the city between 1968-2006 into publically accessible knowledge of the urban past. 

The project received Irish National Strategic Archaeological Research programme (INSTAR) 

funding for its first phase - ôArchaeological Investigations in Kilkenny City: A Proposal for 

Knowledge Creationõ  - and this has proved to be a highly successful data-gathering and assessment 

exercise (Figure 1.1). This document presents a summary overview of the key results of the projectõs 

first year of work.  

 

 

 

Figure 1.1: Summary diagram showing key components of the Kilkenny Archaeological Project, Phase 1 
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1.2 Key achievements in 2008: 

 

1.2.1  The completion of the Kilkenny Urban Archaeology Database (KKUAD)  

The Kilkenny Urban Archaeology Database (KKUAD ) covers the present Kilkenny Borough 

Council area and its immediate environs and was modelled on similar schemes that had been 

completed for a number of historic towns in England (eg. Lincoln (Stocker 2008) and Canterbury1) 

as part of the English Heritage review of urban archaeological strategies (1996-7).2 KKUAD records 

information on a Microsoft Access database and Geographical Information System (GIS) (ArcView 

9.2) about all known recording ôeventsõ in the city from 1845 and all recorded modern archaeological 

investigations (210 entities) since 1968 (Figure 1.2). The latter includes  275 individual site reports by 

77 archaeologists. 

  

 

 

Figure 1.2: Kilkenny Urban Archaeology Database screen-shot 

 

 

                                                           
1 http://www.canterbury.gov.uk/buildpage.php?id=3062 (accessed 20th October 2008) 
2 http://www.eng-h.gov.uk/ArchRev/rev96_7/urban.htm (accessed 20th October 2008) 

http://www.canterbury.gov.uk/buildpage.php?id=3062
http://www.eng-h.gov.uk/ArchRev/rev96_7/urban.htm
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Figure 1.3: GIS map of Kilkenny showing areas of archaeological investigation 
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Figure 1.4: GIS map of Kilkenny showing archaeological cuttings 
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Figure 1.5: Example of GIS map of Kilkenny showing archaeological cuttings with KKAP entity numbers 
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KKUAD took its information from a variety of sources: published and unpublished archaeological 

reports, historic maps and newspapers, the Urban Archaeology Survey, recorded findspots, and 

artefact catalogues in the National Museum of Ireland and Rothe House museum. As structured it is 

capable of being constantly updated, and it is invaluable for providing rapid and concise 

archaeological data as well as access to original site reports and publications. 96% of the 

archaeological investigation areas and their cuttings have been mapped onto the Geographical 

Information System (ArcView 9.2) (Figures 1.3-1.5).3 The GIS allows the dataset to be interrogated 

geographically in relation to a wide range of queries.  

 

1.2.2 KKAP Report 

A report detailing the results of the 2008 phase of the project will be available by for the INSTAR 

completion date. This report provides an account of the projectõs methodology, a historiography and 

overview of the archaeological discoveries in the city between 1968-2006 as well as an assessment of 

Kilkennyõs unpublished excavations. It also contains a detailed catalogue with accompanying 

mapping for each investigation and a methodology to bring the project to completion. A summary 

of the key results is provided below (Section 1.3). 

 

1.2.3 Collaborative partnerships 

Partnerships have been formulated between KKAP and the following (Figure 1.6): 

1. Kilkenny Local Authorities (Kilkenny Borough Council and Kilkenny County Council) who 

are providing digital Ordnance Survey mapping and aerial photographic coverage for the 

city. Should the project proceed into 2009 a dedicated office will be made available by 

Kilkenny Local Authorities to the project.  

2. The Department of History National University of Ireland Maynooth are partners through 

John Bradley, senior lecturer in archaeology.  

3. The National Monuments Service of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and 

Local Government have provided access to their  reports archive and it is envisaged will be 

end-users of the Kilkenny Urban Archaeology database. 

4. The Kilkenny Archaeological Society have provided KKAP access to their archive and 

library at Rothe House, Kilkenny.  

                                                           
3 There is insufficient information available for the remaining 4%. 
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5. Seventy-six individual archaeologists and 15 consultancy firms have provided consent to 

include their investigation reports in the KKAP.  

6. A panel of 16 specialists has been formulated to provide analysis of archaeological finds and  

palaeo-environmental material.  

 

 

 

Figure 1.6: Collaborative structure of the Kilkenny Archaeological Project 

 

 

 

1.2.4 The production of the KKAP Bibliography 

The KKAP bibliography has been produced and includes 125 individual entries which are sorted by 

topic.  
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1.2.5 KKAP website 

A website (www.kkap.ie) has been designed to be used as research portal for project participants as 

well as providing news and overviews of the project. Relevant project reports and other documents 

have also been uploaded. The website will be available online in December 2008 and it is envisaged 

that the complete KKUAD dataset will be obtainable on the website in year 2 of the project4  

 

1.2.6 Public Awareness of Project 

Local newspapers have published reports on KKAP and the principal investigator has carried out 

interviews with local radio and has had briefing sessions with the Kilkenny Heritage and 

Conservation officers and the Kilkenny Archaeological Society.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.7: Archaeological excavations underway at Highhayes, MacDonagh railway station 2006. These 

investigations uncovered a previously undocumented artisanõs quarter of the medieval city, including a pottery 

production centre and a bakerõs yard. 

                                                           
4 Subject to the agreement of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. 

http://www.kkap.ie/
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1.3 KKAP Phase 1 Report Key Results 

 

1.3.1 Rate of archaeological investigation 

Between 1968-2006 210 archaeological sites were investigated in the city in 275 individual recording 

ôoperationsõ (Figure 1.8).  

 

Figure 1.8: Rate of archaeological investigations in Kilkenny city per annum 

 

1.3.2 Comparison with other urban areas 

In comparison to other towns such as Galway, Cork, Waterford and Limerick the rate of 

archaeological intervention compares very favourably (Figure 1.9). It is also however a reflection of 

the forms of development that have taken place within the historic centre, which have been in the 

main of small-scale character.  

 

Figure 1.9: Rate of archaeological investigations by year in comparison with Galway  
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1.3.3 Type of archaeological intervention 

Just under half (49.8%) of the 275 archaeological interventions comprised testing (Figure 1.10). 59 

excavations occurred, 21.4% of the total number of interventions. 

 

 

Figure 1.10 Type of archaeological investigation undertaken 

 

1.3.4 Geographical spread 

The geographical spread of archaeological investigations was quite broad, with each area of the city 

having experienced some form of investigation (Figure 1.11). Not surprisingly the Hightown, the 

heart of the medieval walled town, experienced the largest amount of sites investigated (120).  

 

 

Figure 1.11: Number of archaeological investigation sites per area of Kilkenny city 
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Figure 1.12: Locations of Grade 1-3archaeological  investigation sites 


