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1. Introduction

This report documents thepreliminary findings from an archaeological building
recording and excavation projiet was undertaken in Agvly 2011 at thRobing

Room Church Lane, Kilkennf{Figurel). The Robing Rooms alittle-known nec
classicalgarden pavilion situated amongssuite of medieval and early modern
ecclesiasticauildingsintheCl os e of  SGathedtallt i€ laatedwithid the

grounds of the former episcopalacef the Diocese of Ossory, now the headquarters

of the Heritage Councignd is considered to have bebuilt around 1758 as a
component of an elaborgieocessionatolonnade that linked with tkatrance tdhe

north transept othe Cathedral25m to thesouth As part of a wider conservation
scheme for the historic environment of t he
the Robing Roontommenced in 2010 and will continue into 2011 and R@kénny
Archaeology were commissioned by the HeritagaclCdo employ archaeological
techniques to study the building with a view to gaining a better understanding of its
architectural history and its immediate archaeological context. This report provides a
preliminary description of the investigations agid tesults, and will be supplemented

in due course by specialist reports and further interpretation.

Statutory protections

The Robing Roomforms part of the recorded monument RMR 019026123
ecclesiastical reraathsss i t uat ed i nsi d&athedrmArchigeturanh t Cani
Conservation Area as defined in the Kilkenny City Development Plar820R08 not

specifically listed as a protected structure but can be considered to form part of the
curtil age sdalacgwhieh isBistesl m g firotected structure in the City
Development Plan (reference B19).

Organisation of the report

The research setting and agenda for the progEdsbedn Section 2 below, with an
outline ofthe archaeologicelvestigatins that hee beenpreviouslycarried out in the
s | tereribbssSection 3 describes tieddworkmethodology and Sectioprbvides an
account of thénistorical an@drchaeological sequence by chronological p8aotion 5
offers some concluding thougih
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Figur@: TheRobing Romme neat h t he n or Cathedtdh thenbsokggoundo f S a |

are the thirteenth century Manse house dairyhef Blabkrath, which became a public school
founded by the eighth Ear|l 0 § str@turswas duilt ( di e d
0

in 1679 and i ncor por a(phets: CtODeiscaui).r al t ower

Figurd: TheRobing Rofmmm nor{photo: C. O Drisceoil)




































































































































































































































