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1. Introduction  

This report documents the preliminary findings from an archaeological building 

recording and excavation project that was undertaken in April-May 2011 at the Robing 

Room, Church Lane, Kilkenny (Figure 1). The Robing Room is a little-known neo-

classical garden pavilion situated amongst a suite of medieval and early modern 

ecclesiastical buildings in the Close of Saint Caniceõs Cathedral. It is located within the 

grounds of the former episcopal Palace of the Diocese of Ossory, now the headquarters 

of the Heritage Council, and is considered to have been built around 1758 as a 

component of an elaborate processional colonnade that linked with the entrance to the 

north transept of the Cathedral, 25m to the south. As part of a wider conservation 

scheme for the historic environment of the Heritage Councilõs headquarters repairs to 

the Robing Room commenced in 2010 and will continue into 2011 and 2012.  Kilkenny 

Archaeology were commissioned by the Heritage Council to employ archaeological 

techniques to study the building with a view to gaining a better understanding of its 

architectural history and its immediate archaeological context. This report provides a 

preliminary description of the investigations and their results, and will be supplemented 

in due course by specialist reports and further interpretation. 

 

Statutory protections 

The Robing Room forms part of the recorded monument RMP KK 019-026123 

ecclesiastical remains and is situated inside the Saint Caniceõs Cathedral Architectural 

Conservation Area as defined in the Kilkenny City Development Plan 2008-13. It is not 

specifically listed as a protected structure but can be considered to form part of the 

curtilage of the Bishopõs Palace, which is listed as a protected structure in the City 

Development Plan (reference B19).  

 

Organisation of the report 

The research setting and agenda for the project is described in Section 2 below, with an 

outline of the archaeological investigations that have been previously carried out in the 

siteõs environs. Section 3 describes the fieldwork methodology and Section 4 provides an 

account of the historical and archaeological sequence by chronological period. Section 5 

offers some concluding thoughts.  
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                                               Figure 1: Site location map  
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                    Figure 2: Site location on vertical aerial photograph of the Irishtown of Kilkenny (2005) 
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Figure 3: The Robing Room beneath the north transept of Saint Caniceõs Cathedral. In the background 
are the thirteenth century Manse house of the Prebendary of Blackrath, which became a public school 
founded by the eighth Earl of Ormond (died 1539), and Saint Caniceõs library. This structure was built 
in 1679 and incorporates the mural tower ôBlack Rath castleõ (photo: C. O Drisceoil).   
 

 

 

                            Figure 4: The Robing Room from north (photo: C. O Drisceoil) 
























































































































































